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To acquaint the people of India with a true picture of | 
the Constitution and the Rulers of Nepal and to remove 
the misconceptions created in tho public mind owing to the 
mishandling of the situation by the Congress Government 
Be thought it our duty to bring out this small booklet, the 

materials for which were taken from articles published in l 
| tho “Hindu Outlook” and the “People” (written by a | 
i ‘‘Wayfarer’’). 


i Our labours will be amply awarded if the Hindu 
l public will realise the true position and raise their voice of 
| protest against the mischievous activities of the so-called 
| Nepali Congress and Moslem machinations coupled with 
the Moslem appeasement policy of the Congress. 

a =V eb 
खाक परार्शीकरण १६८४-६६ 
New Delhi.) INDRA PRAKASH 
24-12-50. f Managing Editor, ''HinduOutlook'. 
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The Kingdom that escaped cataclysm: 


A keen student of history cannot escape, a feeling of 


surprise when he thinks of Nepal during the last two 


; hundred years. Ina period of political turmoil and up- 


heaval, of dramatic dynastic changes, of the rise and dec- 


line of numerous kingdoms and empires in the Asian coun ° 


tries, the Himalayan Hindu Kingdom of Nepal seems to 
have borne a charmed life. Political avalanche and revo- 
lutionary earthquake have spared it their attentions. 


Since the last chronological land-mark in world’s his- 
tory i. e., 1750 A. D., the countries and peoples of Asia 
have passed through political tremors of unprecedented 
velocity and have survived or met destruction’ according 
to the capabilities of their people or-the governing classes 
for withstanding such national calamities andcrises,. Dur- 
ing. these two centuries the people of Turkey, Iran, Egypt, 
India, China, Japan,:Afganistan, Russian Asia, Mongolia, 
Korea, and Indonesia have witnessed and suffered from 
gruesome battles'and terrible famines. Nearly all the coun- 
tries and people ached under ills of economic ruination, 
foreign domination, direct or indirect, and exploitation by 
the Western Imperialist Powers. “Nepal's immaculate poli- 
tical independence and freedom from scarcity or famine ex- 
tending over such a long period of time, full - of changes is 
nothiug less than a wonder, if not a miracle of history. 


Prithvi Narain Shah—the conqueror, the unifier, 
and the consolidator of the present kingdom of Nepal— 
was a contemporary of Ahmad Abadali, the Sikh misa Idars 


in the Punjab, the founders of the Hindu. Mahratta King- © 
doms in Northern and Central India, and Lord Clive of 
. the East India Company in Bengal. Kingdoms and Em. 


pires created and chalked out by these soldiers of fortune 


and their successors came into existence, flourished for a = 


$ 


time, reached their zenith, experienced catastrophic falls- 


and vanished in the tides of All-prevading , Time, leaving 
behind small trails of bubbles, on the surface of the deep 
ocean of humanity’s course, Some of the kingdoms lasted 


“only a few years after the death of their founders, others 


शक or two generations, only a few reached a century — 
and’ gr aoa ‘Tati, terminated in 1947. 
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But this Himalayan kingdom has survived the ravages a 
time and standsa remarkable monument to the excep 
tional ability of its successive builders and mastermasons. 


: During manv generations the Nepalese have deve- 
loped peculiar traits which make their distinctive national 
character. Their high sense of patriotism and selfless 
devotion to their country, to their King, and to their 
Prime Minister form pious faith. The sacred Mantra of 
the ancient Hindu sages “Janani Janma-bhumischa 
' Swaragad Api Gariasi” (Mother and mother-country are 
Eo far superior to Heaven), is an infallible truth for the 
: Nepalese of all social grades. and ranks. Dogmas of reli- 
gious ceremonies and festivals play a prominent role in 
day-to-day life of the Nepalese. The King is worshipped 
as incarnation of Vishnu. The governance of the Kingdom 
is a sacred trust with the Prime Minister; who rules the 
people in strict conformity with the tenets of the Hindu 
- . Shastras and in accordance with the ancient customs of. 
its. inhabitants. Religion binds all the subjects of this 
kingdom into one great Socio-religious association and 
brotherhood with Patriarchal system of government, 
pyramid-like in its structure, with broad foundations at 
the base and light minarets of authority at the 409. ' . Such 
a society knit together intricably by ‘a common religious 
faith and sentiments born of it, and possessing a corpo- 
ji rate Will to preserve its independent entitv cannot be 
| A ‘shattered to pieces ‘either by sheer force of arms or by 
9 economic blockades. Love of mother country, of freedom 
F and of arms kept'the Nepalese free from a foreigner’s yoke. 
in the past. They are rightly proud of it, x 
F An analysis of the causes'and forces that have con- 
tributed to the maintenance of unity and independence of 
Nepal will no doubt have to give credit for sagacity as” 
‘well as to its brilliant line of Prime Ministers—Bhim Sen 
Thapa, Matabar Singh Thapa, Maharaja Jang Bahadur, 
and his capable nephews, Maharajas' Bir Shamsher, Chander 
Shamsher and Judha Shamsher. A slight slip might 
have led to frustration and to foreign domination. 


~ ‘Of the three European Imperialist Powers, having 
a = tefritorial possessions in Asia, the Ditch, the French and 
the British, the Gurkha rulers of Nepal came into contact 
—-and clash—with the last-named only, who established 
themselves as the conquerors and rulers of India. In the 
beginning of the nineteenth contury the British agents of 
the East India Company were very eager to open. their: . 
ledgers and Account Books A the rulers of Nepal in the’ 
same manners and on the same congidi¢ns af insaaq 00 for. 
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~ «the other Rajas and Nawabs of Indian States. This clever * : 
२ N move and political strategem on the part of the British to 
si Subjugate the born soldiers: through advancing of loans 6 
~ and debts was checkmated and thwarted by one of Nepals |: 
"~ greatest sons, Bhim Sen Thappa. The first British Resi- - 
seq dent to the court of Nepal, Mr: Knox, had to leave 
AP Kathmandu in disappointment and dismay in 1802, after Oe 

हे his stay for about a year. No economic or territorial gains. | 
could be obtained. None could be found whom the - 
British might use as their tool for their designs for bringing — 
Nepal into a Subsidiary Alliance- Even today no ` 
Napalese would debase himself and betray his country: /£ 
Whatever else he might do this treachery would be too . e 
heinous a sin. ~ ; 2 


The British with growing concern vigilantly watched 57 
the expanding power ofthe Gurkhas.- The Nawab of Oudh 2 
. clearly: read the signs ‘of the conquest of his country by 
these Himalayan Hindus. So the British and the Nawab 
joined hands to check the tide of Gurkha conquest. The 
7 British agreed to lend their soldiers, while the Nawab 
contributed Rs. 2.5 crores for the. furtherance of their 
joint designs—with different motives. ; 


After the subjugation. of Scindia and of the Jats of 
Bharatpur—after the fall of Napoleon in Europe—the = ४ 
British’ came into open clash with the Gurkha rulers. an 
Several battles and skirmishes, in which the British side : ; 
suffered heavy casualties brought home. to the British 
Commanders, that the Hindu soldiers of the Himalayan — 
Kingdom were of a different mould and fighting qualities.. - 

‘than the soldiers of the armies of the Indian Nawabsand -~ 
Rajas. Indecisive war lingered on with balance on the | 
side of the chivalrous Gurkhas, when a certain person gave 
information as to the secret road for attacking the heart ken 
of the kingdom. The gurkhas were taken unawares. Bet. = 
rayal overpowered men of determination, dash, pergever- “| 
ance and fortitude. The Treaty of Saugauli which the ~~ 
British rulers:of India, signed in 1816, hemmed in ‘Nepal - 
on all sides, its territorial wings reaching the extremities — 
of Maharaja Ranjit. Singh’s kingdom of Lahore and the 
country ofthe Hindu princes were clipped. A Resident 
c was stationed at Kathmandu and to allintents and pur- 
.. poses the British made serious ‘efforts’ to reduce Nepal to 
i- +» ‘bring completely within the orbit of the sphere of influence : — 
of British’. diplomacy. $: RN 


७g 


: Caged in their mountainous fastness the Nepal rulers 
\ always kept the torch of freedom alight. Threats, inti- 
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'midations, persuasions and allurement 
. rulers of India could not dete er the 
Ministers into complete substtvionce, Open protests 


-were lodged, when encroachment on therights and privileges 


of a free country were ‘made. Nana Farnavis and his 
Maharani, Nawab Abdul Majid and his family, Maharani 
Jindan, the widow of Maharaja Ranjit Singh of Lahore 
and scores of other Indians, who took rofuge and shelter 
- with the ruler of Nepal were not turned or handed over to 
fhe British inspite of great political pressure from ‘those 
pere Due to the tact, wisdom and statesmanship of 
. Maharaja Chander Shumsher the British recognised Nepal 
—asan independent kingdom in 1923. In 1934, Maharaja 
Judha established a Nepalese legation in England app- 
ointing his eldest son, as Nepalese Minister to the ‘court 
‘of St. James. India was declared independent on the 15th 
August, 1947. The first Ambassador of free India, His | $ 
Excellency Wing Commander Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia, 
presented his credentials to His Majesty the King of 
‘Nepal. The U.S.A. also opened its Legation in . Nepal, in 


HI Ñ 


i May, 1948, with Mr. Henry Grady as its first Minister to 


e Nepal 


; Beonomically an average Nepalese is better provided : 
‘with the primary necessaries of life—food, clothing and 


‘shelter—than an average man elsewhero in Asia. None | 
sleeps during the night. with open sky as roof, or on™ 

pavements. Everyono has enough food to fill his belly 

and none roams naked in the streets. isti ; 

Asiatic countries are passing through great political 

and economic changes. French Indo-China, Siam, Burma, 

_ Indonesia, Malaya, China,Korea, Tibet are in throes of chaos - 
and darkness. Will the Communist ideology truimph in these. 
‘countries or will they succeed in retaining their traditional 
systems ?—Time alone can answer this question. What 
- about. Nepal? one is naturally led to ask. Conditions 
and factors in Nepal tre totally different. Ifthe history 
of the past 200 years can give any guidance Nepal is 

ifferent from the countries above named, and the Nepalese v 

respect their national character, their national culture, 

ional honour and their national- unity, They are ' 

and know fully well the value of law, order 

iscipline. They 1076 their mother country and 


would guard its freedom like religious fanatics. 


+ 


5 


Vhs Te 


i a मना 


me. Sa EE 


— > 


atte le SS 


Hoc’, 


iew 


_ the Himalayas, in the South the upper trac -of the Indo- 


The Kingdom of Nepal is a land of mighty mountains, 
beautiful eternal snowelad peaks, lakes, fertile v i 
silent brooks, roaring streams, gliding rivers, . 
forests, thick grass jungles, with rich paddy fields ints 
plains, stretching over miles. It lies between the 80 
and 88th degree of East longitude. The general direction 
of the country is from. West to East, the most northern — 
and eastern. corner at the Michi river reaches as low a8 
the 26th, while its most northern and western anglaex- | 
tends up to 30th degree of North longitude. The country — 
is 500 miles long and average width is about 110 miles; — 
the total area being nearly 56,000 square miles, “Nearly: 
75% of the country. is situated in the Himalayas. $ KRE 

The Kingdom is bounded on the. North by Tibet, on — 
the South by the Indian Province of Bihar and U. P., on | 
the East by Sikkim State and West Bengal, and on the 
West by the Almora district of U. P. In the North stand — 


Gangetic plain, on the asta portion of the Himalayas — 
known by the local. name of Singli Lau ranges and river — 
Kosi and on the West,: the Himalayas and the stream — 
Mechi. हि ; RS i 

On the bases of soil, climate, rainfall, vegetation and 
relative heights from sea-level, the country can be conveni 
ently divided into: four longitudinal zones. ìe., 1, Tarai, 
2, The Bhitri Tarai or Bhabar 3, The Hill country or Pahar. 
4, The Himal, or the zone of high mountains and eternal : 
snows. ie ġ l जे dika 

The Tarai.. The Nepal Tarai forms a part of the low: 
lands at foot of the Siwalik and Churia ranges of the Hima- 
layas rising to & height of 1,000 feet from sea-level, extend- 
ing aloug the northern border of India. The Nepal Tarai 
varies in width from less than one mile at certain places” 
to miles at others, and runs: for a distance of about 500 | 
miles. “The Tarai covers an area of about ‘8,000 square 
miles or about one seventh of the:territory of Nepal ५ | 

The climate of the Nepal Tarai is tropical with a 
rainfall from 70 to 90 inches a year. ‘All the principal 
myers and streams of Nepal pass through the ‘Tarai Itis 
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full of marshy swamps, stagnant waterpools small lakes, 
; “streamlets, and seasonal nullahs. Conditions of climate 
i and rainfall are very favourable to the growth of forest 
A vegetation, The timber of the forests of the Nepal Tarai 
£ — is renowned for its size and quality of wood. These forests 
boosh ' from a part of the great Himalayan timber belt covering 
; a length of one thousand miles right from riyer Indus to 

te Sikkim in the West. Atleast halfof this belt lies in the . 
territory of Nepal. The most important tree of the forests 
of this zono is Sal, and commercially 9) per cent. of the 
income from the Nepal forests comes from Sal. Shisham, 

‘Khair and other species also grow, but are not ‘of much ' 

i commercial value. At present about 2% lakh oubic feet of: 
tii ४ Sal wood is exported to India annually. According toa 
bby. new scheme, the Government of Nepal will be able to ex- 
i : port at least a million cubic feet of best quality sal-timber 

in future. 


Nepal Tarai abounds in tigers, rhenoceroses, wild 

elephants, leopards, civet cats, jungle cats, wild boar, herds 

7 of deer, pythons and serpents. It is 8180 full of bird life 
: of every description. 


. The population of the Tarai is approximately 25 
lakhs, ‘Che inhabitants are Brahmins, Rajputs, Kshatri- 
yas, Thakurs, Dhanwar-, Kurmies, Dhunaks, . Koiries, 
Aborigines, Tharus and others. . In the Nepal Tarai there. 
are about one lakh Muslims too. All the rest of the popu- . 
lation professes popular Hinduism. The inhabitants are 
ease-loving, and indolent. The spoken dialects of the in- 
Wee habitants are Bengali, Maithali, Bhojpuri and Oudhi, the ; 
last three being the off-shoots of Hindi. (aden 


The main occupation of the inhabitants is agriculture 

: and animal rearing. The soil of this zone is very fertile 

if and with very little labour this tract yields approximately 

Bt Bk SUN maunds of rice out of 39 lakh acres of cultivated 
land. Nearly the same’ acreage of land is under forests, 

About one third of this rice is exported to Indian markets 

for consumption in India. Other crops raised are wheat, 

sugar-cane, cotton, jute and oilseeds. Rice for consump- 

tion in the Nepal valley is exported from this zone. 
Nearly all the notable families and important persons in : 
Nepal hold agricultural lands in the Tacai. Most of these 

_ holdings are rent free, and many of the owners are absentee 

‘landlords. About 70 per cent. of the population. are 

tenants at will. The cultivation of land by the tenants is 

7. ¢ done on the half and half ‘batai’ or produce share system. 
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“Tarai and the tracts of country up to a héight of 3,500 


Tx 


208: Rajputs, Thakurs, ' Chattries, Khattaries, . Kshytriyas, 


‘place for. mosquitoes: the root cause of virulent types of 


‘course of history and with the lapse of time, forced by 


‘rapacious invaders, or became victims of tatal diseases. — a 
: peculiar to. the Nepal Tarai. ; ; Sh 


lation is approximately 3: lakhs. ‘This zone is inhabited. — 
Bhojpuri: and Oudhi. Maghars speak their Maghars: 


‘between 70 and 90 inches. There are very thick jungles in 
. this tract. Mixed deciduous forests of Asna, Semal and ; 
~ Toon cover the lower tracts, In the upper tracts Savannah — 


-excepting the original inhabitants very few can escape 


'Jhawani, Danga, and Deokhuri. The main occupations of | 


The chief towns in the Tarai are Biratnagar, Raj- 
birganj, Janakpur, Gaur, Birganj, Bhaisua, Butwal, Baha- — 
durġanj and Nepalganj. The Nepal Tarai isa breeding — 


Kala Azar, Malaria and other kinds of fevers, which come |: 
every year during the rainy season and take heavy tollof 5 ~ 
human lives. ji Loe Ar 
Archaeologically speaking, in the Nepal Tarai are — 
buried many ruins, mounds, and sites of once flourishing” 
towns and other places of historical interest. Civilized 
people inhabited ‘the Nepal Tarai. several times in the 


circumstances these people either left this tract for higher, — pt 
regions of the Himalayas or perished at the hands of the SR aed 


Bhabar or Bhitri Tarai. This zone, lies between the 


from sea-level. This zone is about 12 miles in width and 
runs throughout the Kingdom from East to West. The 
area of this zone is about 6,000 square miles and its popu- 


by Tharus, Dhanwars, Maghars, Chipangs and other tribes. — 3 
The inhabitants of this zone speak Bengali, Maithali, 


dialect. Chipangs have a dialect of their own. The 
climate of this zone is tropical and the yearly rainfall is 


forests are full of tall grasses, and bamboos, the favourite - 
haunts of big game.: Itis a zone of deadly diseases and 


falling ill during the'months from June to September. The — 
important towns in this, zone are Chandani Makwanpur, 


the inhabitants are agriculture and animal-rearing. | a 
Pahar or the Hill Country. -This zone runs. through- | 
out the hill country between 3,800 feet and 7,500 feet 
above sea-level. Its average width is about 30 miles and — 
lengthwise it passes throughout the Kingdom, ° The climate 
ofthis zone is temperate. Oaks, miles ‘and pines grow in ° 
this zone, This 2078-18 situated on the southern ‘side of 
the Mahabharat. range of the Himalayas. The area ofthis =- 2 
zone is about 15,000 square miles and the population is . 
about 30 lakhs. ‘This zone is inhabited by Brahmins, 
à k- 
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7: Maghars, Gurungs, Tamangs, Sunwars, Rais ‘and: Limbus. ०५ 
This zone produces the finest soldiers in the world. The 


‘inhabitants are brave, outspoken, jocose, cheerful, hardy, 
sensitive, industrious, and adventure-loving.. Nothing 
“pleases them more in life than to wear weapons and to go . 
to war, Once on the war-front, they forget everything 
else. Love of drinking, love of merry-making, love of 
gambling, and do-not-care-for-the-morrow attitude towards 
life, is ingrained in their character and conduct. They are 
proud, truthful, gentle as lambs in peace and fierce as 
lions in war. 95%, of them profess popular Hinduism. 


The main occupations of the inhabitants are soldier- 
ing, trade, agriculture, sheep-rearing. and animal-breeding. 
The soldiers of the Nepal Army, the Gurkha regiments of 

| the British Army, and the Gurkha regiments of the Indian 

Army are all recruited from this zone. This is the richest 
\gone—the zone of the people with jewellery, precious 
stones, gold, silver and cash. “About 70,000° Gurkha 
pensioners of this zone get about a crore in the shape of 
pensions alone, from the Indian Government. 


Agricultural crops raised are rice, wheat, maize, 
oilseeds, cotton and fruits, specially oranges. In this 
zone lie the Nepal valley, the Chitlong valley, the Nawakot 
valley, the Pokhra valley and other valleys. 


The chief towns in this zone are Ilam, Dhankuta, 
Bhajpur, Okhaldanga, Daulakha, Dhulikhel, : Bhagatpur, 
Lalitpur, Patan, Kathmandu, Kirtipur, Gorkha, Bandipur, 
Pokhra, Cyongja, Bahglung, Palpa, Piutahan, Syllaian, 
Eullu, Silagarhi, Dedel Khurra, and Baitadi. / s 

Ths fourth zone is known by the name of Himal.. It 
is situated from 7,500 feet to 29,000 feet from sea-level. 
The area of this zone is approximately 27,000: square miles 
or practically half of the kingdom of Nepal. Upto an 
altitude of 8,500 feet the climate is temperate and oaks, 
maples and pines grow up to that height. From 8,500 feet 

~ to 10,000 feet, spruces, firs, cypresses, and larches are the, 

- chief of vegetation species. These trees are of little: 
commercial value. Inthe Alpine zone above 10,000 feet 
rliododendront and junipers grow. These trees are of no 
economic or commercial, importance, 


The population of this zone is about 5 lakhs, The 
eastérn part of the zone is inhabited by. Bhutias and 
Sherpas, while in the western parts” are found Brahmins, 
Rajputs; Chhetries, Thakalics, Gurungs and Kories. Human 
habitation exists up to 12,000 feet from’ sea-level. The 
main occupations of the inhabitants are Yak- breeding and 


8. 
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A Peep into the History 


Nepal is as ancient a country as India though a 
connected account of her history can be had only from the 
beginning of her middle ages. Beyond that except for a few 
remnants of Ashokan days and the Ashokan pillars that are | 
still found intact in the Kathmandu valley, there is only 
mythology and the mytholgy also has several versions, eg, 
Buddhist and others. Buddhist version, forexample, regard- 
ing the opening of the valley of Kathmandu, says that in J 
the earliest days the valley used to be a huge water reservoir, | 
walled on all sides by mountains, (which are still there) and 
used to be the homé of naga serpents. In course of time in 
the heart‘of the water reservoir blossomed a lotus flower 
symbolizing the birth of Buddha, and hearing of that some 
Chinese monks visited-:the valley and finding it all over — 
flown with water and snakes they for the convenience -of 
the future pilgrims that might come to visit the holy place 
of Buddha, cut out a sector from the wall-like mountain 
sides and thus made a way for the water to flow out and to 
carry all snakes with it. It was thus, so goes the Buddhist 
legend, that the valley was made habitable and was opened 
to the human world. ‘A Buddhist Stupa called the temple- 
of Swayambhunath stands on a hillock, whichis said to 
mark the spot from which the lotus of Buddha had blos: 
somed forth in the valley. 1 : 

Regarding the name of the country that is Nepal, there 
goes another legend which says that. there used to bein 
ancient days a very saintly king called Nemuni who used — 
to do penance at the confluence of the rivers Bagmati and} 
Vishnumati that flow through the valley of Kathmandu. Ith ~ 

"is from the name of that ascetic king that the country ‘| ħaa 
derived her name. LSPS RNR A 

But most important of all the various legends about — 
the country, is probably the legend of Ashoka, for as said 
above; there are stilla few Ashokan pillars to be found in — 
the valley of Kathmandu and they are proof ‘enough to — 


I 


say 
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justify what the legend says. - It is this that Ashoka had 


' married his one daughter called Lalitapattan toa Raja of 


Kathmandu valley. The valley today generally known as 
Kathmanglu, the seat of the Govt. of the country comprises 
of three ancient cities known as Kantipur or Kathmandu 
proper, Bhaktapur or Bhadgaan, and Lalitpur or Pattan. 


`. Both the names of the third city are derived fram the name | 
of Ashoka’s princess. Buddhism also seems to have spread 
` into the valley of Kathmandu and indeed in the whole 


“country, during the days of Ashoka. The Emperor himself 
or his monks who had reached the four corners of the then 
known world. must have introduced the religion to Nepal. 


From Ashoka’s days (3rd century B. C.) to the beginning 


of the rule of Malla dynasty isa long gap in Nepal’s history. | 


Fi Mallas, originally, were Rajputs from India whose 


ancestors had taken refuge inthe hills of Nepal after having’, 


jfled from the oppressions of the. Muslims in India. The 
Mallas, it is said, were related to the Lichhavis of India. 
The ''Mallas' were known as such because one of their 


7: ancestors had been a very good wrestler in his days. The 


Mallas intermarried with the original people of the Kath- 
mandu valley, known as ''Newars' and gradually became 
absorbed in their subjects. They (The Mallas.): continued 
to rule in the valley of Kathmandu till the third quarter 
of the 18th century when the last of them Raja Jai Parkash 
[Mana Deva of Kantipur was defeated in 1769 by Raja 
Prithvi Narain Shah Dev of GORKHA. ; 


Before the Gorkhas’ conquest Nepal was divided into 
petty states which were constantly at war with one another. 
In the words of Prinsep, ‘the’ local’ Rajas were ignorant, 
selfish tyrants on bad terms with their subjects and neigh- 
bours, but most of all with their own relations. There was 
amongst them no principle of combination for mutual 
defence”, | ) 


- Prithvi Narayan Shah believed that it was the mission 
of the Gorkha State to effect the unification of Nepalwhioh 
otherwisé would meet the fate of Bengal under East ‘India 


_ Company. 


He believed like Bismark, the unifier of Germany, - : 


“nob by speeches and resolutions of majorities are the 


mighty problems of the age to be solved but by blood and / 


iron”, ‘This was the Gorkha State which was to become 
the centra of a free and united Nepal just as Wessex 
“grew into Great Britain, Castile into: Spain, Sardinia ‘into 
Italy and Prussia into German Empire! ‘ 
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He first organised the Nepali forces on a 801 ind fo 
‘and then marched for the conquest of the Nepal va Ve 
1742. With arms backed with ap jlomacy he succe 
defeating the rulers of Nayakot, Kirtipur, Choko 
mandu, Pattan, Bhadgon etc.etc. “To a boundless ambit 
he added a tenacity of purpose. He saw a sil ener E 
glance and made his decision at once and ‘acted ' 
determination,’ remarked S. Levi. S 
The rulers of those states did seek the help. -= 
foreigners against Prithvi Narayan Shah. But the Englis 
forces at Hari Har Pur and Sindhuli under Capt. Kinlock 
were defeated. The army.of Nawab Kasim of Bengal was 
crushed at Karra. °: a : SO ae 
-' After these victories Prithvi Narayan Shah set to work | 
the complete unification of his dominions which were half 
of the present Nepal. He was very suspicious of the Euro- 
peans because of their help against him and because oftheir — 
mastery over Bengal from simple traders and “missionaries” 
by interfering in the quarrels of successions of the Indian — 
Princes. 02 55 2080 
So he drove out the Capuch in missionaries along with | 
. 59 Nepalis who embraced Christianity. from Nepal. “First | 
the missionary, then the trader, then the bayonet. : Natu- 
rally Father Ginseppe and other missionaries, started all 
sorts of malicious propaganda against him such as “Prithvi — 
Narayan. Shah ordered all the male inhabitants of Kirtipur = . 
to have their noses and lips cut ‘off. The weight of these | 
‘noses and lips amounts to not less than 80 lbs ete. ete 7 
_ Prithvi Narayan Shah shut his passes to all European : 
merchandise. He even. prevailed upon the Government — Ts 
of Tibet to take those measures. Verily he is one of Nepals | 
greatest sons, the unifier of his Country. ~ - ee Se 
Now the Gorkhas arms extended under Bahadur Shah 
the second son of Prithvi Narayan Shah who acted as.a ० 
. regent'to his nephew: Rana Bahadur Shah. The Gorkhas 
swept over Kiratis Someshwar mountain region, Sikkim. yest 
In 1790 they captured Tibet without any resistance. « The | 
Chinese Government checked their advance with seventy — 


` 
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fiekram Shah was born. There was great opposition from 
the Brahmins. Soon he was forced to abdicate in favour of 
his son and retire to Benares where he was received well by: 
the British. He accepted the presence of a British resident 
Capt. Knox at the Court af Nepal ( though he had no right — 
to do so). Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) the then Governor- 
General, was extending British dominions in India by the 
7 policy of subsidiary alliance with the Indian States. Rana 
_ Bahadur Shah succeeded in getting back the throne of 
 _ Nepal. But his death and the British pre-occupation in 
» the Mahratta Wars and the fear'of the invasion of India by” ~ 
Napoleon the great who was near Egypt, saved Nepal: 
: (e a Yudha under the regency of Prime Minster Bhim | 
Sen Thapa carried on the government. Bhim SenThapa | 
\ was Nepal and Nepal was Bhim Sen during the 33 years of* | a 
his regency, (1804-1837). . 
74777. After the disappearance of the French peril over India: 
7 with the fall of Napoleon in the Battle of All Nations ab — 
77 Leipzie in 1813, the English now began to make conquests’ 
7 right and left in India. Governor General Lord Hastings । 
now began to complete the work of his predecessor Lord à 
77 Wellesley. Soon War between Nepal and Britain took place 
_ (1814-1816). Bhimsen Thapa proved a very vigorous oppo- 
. nent to the British, His policy was steadily directed. to 
_ save Nepal from falling in the net of. British subsidiary 
- alliances in Indian States. He found money for the deve- 
lopment of Nepal was necessary. He compelled the -resto: `- 
ration to the state of the endowments of the Brahmins, the hh 
. hostility of the Pandes, and the Court-intrigues of the JA 
Senior Queens and King Rajendra Vickram Shah, led to his. A 
fall and ruin in 1837, He committed suicide after two years a 
| the prison, His death like his contemporary Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh in 1839 was the signal for the appearance of 
disorders, confusions and anarchy in the country. 
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for the Senior Queen. She wanted to secure the OBS. 
of her own‘ son by ousting prince Surendra Vickram | 
the heir-apparent. Due to their intrigues and counter: 
intrigues, the court became the hot bed of conspiracies, 
rebellions and blood-shed. EEA a 3 S i 
The Pandes under Rana Jung, the C-in-O of the Nepal 
forces began to feed fat their ancient grudge against the, 
Thapas. A proclamation was issued excluding all Thapas) — 
from public office, state-employment for seven generations \ — 
‘Lo undo the work of Bhim Sen Thapa, Rana Jung Pande 
became the head of military party to wrest the lost territo- 
ries of Nepal from the English. He raised the number of 
Nepali soldiers to 4 lacs and ordered the preparation of a: 
million pound of gun powder. Ramanagar was attacked and 
51 villages were occupied in the Tarai. He sent Mathbar 5 
Singh Thapa, his rival to the court of Ranjit Sigh who was | 
arrested by the British at-Ambala. Sno 
Resident ‘Hodgson was now playing a large part in 
Nepal's politics. He did not like the over-bearinġ power 
of Prime Minister Bhim Sen Thapa with the king, “He once — 
complained and wrote. “The. Raja is hemmed into his 
palace beyond which he cannot stir, unaccompanied by the - 
minister”. ; 


After the death of the Sr. queen the Jr, became the lead- 
ing spirit. She was hostile. to the Pandes and brought the dis: ° 
missal of Rana Jung Pande to the great satisfaction of -the 
Resident also. Later the king was forced to abdicate in 1843 5 
in favour of the junior queen with Mathabar Singh at the 
head of affairs. Now he undid the work of Rana Jung Pande 
who undid the work of his predecessor Bhim Sen Fhapa. 


‘The then Governor General Lord Ellenborough diss — 
missed Hodgson who in June; 1842 in the Ist Afghan : eii 
wrote to the Duke of Wellington. “T could not have credi- 
ted the extent to which the Muhammadans desired our}: 
failure in Afganistan’’. In another letter he wrote “I cannot 
close my eyes to the belief that that race (Muslims) is fund] | 
amentally hostile to us and therefore our true policy. is t 
conciliate the Hindus’. To conciliate the Gorkhas, the — 
removal of Hodgson might be a necessity for the Governor — 
General then. ; - FAST 

Mathabar Singh Thapa could not carry out the designs 
of the junior queen in securing the succession of her son to | 
the throne. So he too was done away with in» 1845. Such — 
was the state of anarchy, lawlessness, bloodshed in Nepal — 
The throne was no place fora mild man. What was wanted — 
was 3 strong man, who could save the country. It was Jung ४ 
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ken Bahadur who appeared as a sdviour of the country on the 
scene. ; i E 
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Maharaja Jang Bahadur---Founder of the Rana Dynasty 


Jung Bahadur Rana like Henry II or Tudor Henry 

VII éstablished law and order in the place of chaos and 
anarchy in 1845. “No one -buta man of firmest and 
most constant courage could have maintained himself in 

¢ those circumstances. No one but a man of foresight, 
A broad judgment: and willingness to take responsibilities 
could save Nepal. He was of exceptional ‘intelligence of 
ka great capacity and dominating personality. It is person- 
* ality alone. which controls the human drama. ‘The 
2 Majority can never, be substituted for Man.: A hundred 
Eo fools cannot make a wise man,’ With his presence. 01. 
mind, iron will, relentless ambition, he took up the reins “~ 
of tho Govarnment. In 1846 he expelled the junior Queen 
Laxmi with her two sons with the charge, “you have 
caused the death of hundreds and brought ruin and misery 
upon your’ subjects whose misfortunes would not end as 

; - long as you remain in the country”. The inbecile King 
Rajendra was dethroned and.prince Surendra Vikram Shah 
the heir apparent was declared King. Machiavellian 
statecraft and Bismarkean policy of blood and iron has 
been resorted to more or less in every age and clime by- 
political 1ulers of man. Jang Bhadur was no exception ta 


the rule. 


८ Maharaja Jung Bahadur’s rule marks the turning 
point between medieval and modern Nepal. “This rule 
was a period of remedy, and period of seed time”, like that 

_. of Henry VII's. The remedies belonged to the past ills 

. due to lawlessness and anarchy in the country which he 
put down with astern hand. The sowing was to bear fruit ° 
in the future. 

Policy :— (1) Friendship with India Govt.. (2) Ex- « 

; clusion of foreign influence in Tibet. (3) And the pre- 

. - servation of: Millitary Character, of the Nepal State. These 
were the three cardinal points on which Maharaja Jung | 

— Bahadur——founder of the present ruling Rana dynasty . | 

‘of Nepal—— —based his policy. This policy was carried 

„out most successfully by his worthy successors Maharajas 

7 Bir, Chandra, Bhim and Judha.. During the dark days of 

_ 1016 Mutiny in 1857 Maharaja Jung Bahadur with 12,000 
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1858, thus effectivelv breaking the military strength and 
prestige of the Mutineers. Within a hundred days Jung 
' Bahadur did yeoman service to: the Bsitish cause. A! 
Historian writes, ‘Had not the Napalese and the Sikh 
forces helped the British, there would have been an end of 
the British Empire in India', In lieu of this great service 
the British Government ceded the Oudh called, Naya | 


Gorkha soldiers captured Gorakhpur and Tuone z] 


of land, about 200 - miles in length now called Naya- 
muluck to Maharaja Jang Bhadur in 1860 which the 
Gorkhas had lost in the Anglo-Nepali war in 1815: — = 

Vengeance sleeps but never dies. Softhe Gurkhas 
plundered and looted Oudh which was created as a buffer 
state at the expense of Nepal and to serve as a check just 
as British created East Pakistan near its border to create a 


wedge between the Hindus and the Budhists. ; 


In 1950 Maharaja Jung Bahadur went to england. 
From England he went to France and paida visit to 
the French President. . These travels abroad greatly 
widened his outlook. He saw through the impending war 
of Cremia (1854-56) between England and Russia due to the 
latter’s designs on India through her borders. After. the 
French peril the Russian menace loomed large on Indian — 
borders throughout the 19th Century. This~ afforded good 4 
-opportunity to Maharaja Jang Bahadur to punish Tibet 
for her perpetual ill treatment and injustice shown to 
Nepalese Residents in Lhasa. So in 1854 war was declared 
on Tibet under the Command of General Dhir Shum: Shere. 
A huge army over 30 thousand was sent. Soon Kuti, © 
Jhaga, Suna-Gunpha were captured. The Scene of 64 years” 
before under Bahadur Shah was’ repeated ‘again, Tibet 
sued for peace. -By the treaty of Thapathali of 1856 Tibet 
undertook to pay ten thousand rupees: annually. and not 
levying any taxes or,duties on the merchants and subjects 
of Nepal and to receive Nepal Envoy at Lhasa. The Nepal 
' This treaty is 98 land-mark in the History of Nepal. 
It slso gave a death-blow to Russian designs through 
Tibet. It greatly added to the glory-and power of Maha- 
~ raja Jung Bahadur Like “the humble petition and 
advice’ in the English History, the people of Nepal con- 
ferred the title’ of the King upon their Cromwell, which 
he humbly refused. He made the office af the prime- 
_ministership hereditary (like the office of the Peshwas of 


the Mahrattas) on the principle of devolution to the eldest 
“agnate.. This principle is in force today. Se 
न है ; A 


aes 
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The ‘kings of Nepal 'have been, relegated like the 
Emperors Milkados of Japan under the Shogunate to their 
inner palace to be worshipped almost as deities by the 
people. ; y 
Jung's brother and successor was murdered in 1885 
and a coup d’etat settled the ministerial succession upon 
the family of Dhir Shumshere, the youngest brother of 
Jung, - Now this family is ruling Nepal. Maharaja Bir, the 
eldest son of Dhir ruled from 1885 to 1901. He followed 
the traditional policy of friendship with British India and 
did not help the ruler of Sikkim, when he revolted against 
the British. 

“Bir Library” of most valuahle rare manuscripts, Bir 
Clock-Tower, (though demolishéd and rebuilt by Raj Rishi 
Maharaja Joodha) Bir hospitals, Bir-Dhara and the Darbar 
High School still remind of his good rule. His successor, 
Maharaja Deva was forced to abdicate witthin a few months 


“in favour of his brother Maharaja Chandra who ruled- 


28 years (1901-1929), He was.a man of high ideals. He 
emancipated slavery in Nepal. In the words of the great 
statesman Stein, “The Maharaja was no longer the Maha- 


raja of slaves but of free mon. Patriots cannot be made - 


out of slaves”. 


With the help of Nepal Lord Curzon succeeded in his 
Young Husband expedition against Tibet. Now he tried 


to establish British protectorate over Tibet. This. would 
have encircled Nepal and would in time have, reduced » hor. 


to the position of an Indian State. In the words cf Richard 

: Ferunde, in his Book “Zero Hour’ “Maharaja Chandra 
opposed this policy with his influence and whon Lord 
Morley ordered the withdrawal of the British forcos from 
Tibet, he heaved a sigh of relief.” During the Last Great 
War he placed the whole resources of his country at the 
disposal of the King Emperor on the day of the outbreak 
of war. Talking of Nepal’s share in the last war, Lieut. 
Col. Sir Frederick O’connor said, ‘They(Nepalese) showered 
gifts upon us and it is reckoned that during-the course. of 
the war /no less than 2,00;000 Gorkhas served with the 
allied troops’. For these grest services the British Govt. 
gave an annual subsidy of 10 lacs of rupees to the Nepal 
Government instead of restoring her. lost territories in 1815 
which the Government demanded. 


pendent status of Nepal both in her internal and external 


| - _In 1923 the British Government recognised the inde- 


affairs. This treaty marks a grand land-mark in the history - 


of the country. ` 
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Maharaja Chandra was succeeded by his brother Maha. 
raja Bhim in 1929, who was equally an able ruler. Through 
his great tact and diplomacy he avoided war with Dibe 
which was on the point of breaking. He abolished the capi- 
tal punishment and introduced some reforms. He could 
-rule only three years as death snatched him away 


Maharaja Bhim was succeeded by Maharaja bhal 


Shumsher better known (1932-45) as Raj Rishi Maharaj torp 
his great sacrifices and abdication like the ancient Hindu 
rulers. He is now residing in India at Dehra Dun 


Maharaja Judha’s great munificence during the Quake ~ 
of 1934 when the whole of Nepal was practically devastated 
will be ever remembered by the people > 


Monarchy in Nepal 


Jang Bahadur became the defacto ruler. He was 
offered by his people like Cromwell of England the title 
of Kingship as he established law and order out of chaos 
but he did not accept the offer. He called himself 
the Prime Minister and the Maharaja. Since a century 
the Rana family is the defacto rulers of Nepal. Kingsħip. 

7 in Nepal bas endured just as the Kingship in England 
though a comparison between the two would sound little 
far-fetched. Like the King of England, the King of Nepal 
is also. a symbolic head. He is worshipped like God and 
ig regarded as the incarnation of Vishnu. In Nepal the 
King never visits the temple of Vishnu because the people 
feel that some calamity will befall their country if the 
two Vishnus face each other. He never treads on foreign 
land. His position: is just like the sons of Shivaji under 
the Peshwas, or the later Moghal Kings under their King 
Makers. He is invariably present in all the major State 
functions and at all ceremonies when foreign diplomatic 

|; representatives present their credentials He ej not 
speak to any foreigner for itis believed that exchange of 
words with foreigners would pollute the king. So he 
is a mere a figurehead anda zero. Heis known as Panch 
arkar 


The Prime Minister or the Maharaja is known as 
Theen Sarkar (Shree Shree Shree).. He is the Commander 
and the Marshall of the Nepalese Army: The Prime 
Ministership of Nepal is a recognised political institution: 


aoe 
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“in the administrative machinery of the kingdom of Nepal 
since 1847 when Maharaja Jang Bahadur founded the 
7. Rana dynasty Although the King of Nepal lost all powers | 
since 1802, orthe time when Bhim Sen Thapa came to 
. hold powe after wiping off Damodar Pandey. The Prime 
Minister has his own flag, and sirpech (Crown). He receives 

a salute of- 21 guns within the territory of Nepal. ` 
Following is the Prashasti (Anthem) of the Prime Minister 
and Maharaja of Nepal, 1 


Himshail mandit subindutasrit 
'Adhidevta-Pashupatti-parsadit 
: Nepal tin sarkar bar ko 

Jai hos niramay chirayubhai rahos 
7/7 Ripu nasht hun atal shasan rahos 

+  Gun-gan-magan sab lok bhai rahos 
Sthir bhai rahos mulak ma swatantrata 
Sukh shanti unnati rahos jata tata. Sat pe | 
Hail! The brave Tin Sarkar of Nepal, the land with © 
i snowelad mountains, under the protection of pure Hindu- — 
ism, and blessed by its sovereign deity Pashupati. May 
he live long without any kind of dread and fear! May his 
enemies perish and his rule ke eternal! May all the people 
be happy: and sing his praises! May freedom be ever 
stable in the country and there be peace, prosperity and 
progress everywhere ! 


“Present Maharaja Mohan Shumshere 


Swasti Shri Madati Prachand Bhujdanditvadi. Ojaswi 
Rajany Prabal Nepal Tara Om Ram Patta Atal Jivotirmava: 
Tirshakti Patt Ati.Prabal Gorkha Dakhshina Bahu, Prithulan-_ 
- dhish Shri Shri Maharaja Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur 

Rana, Sainik Deergh Sewa Patti, Prime Minister and Supreme 
Commander-In-Chief, O. C. L.M., G.C.LM.E, -G. B. E. 
Ta-su-yun-hyu-shun-chiang. Such ‘is the full name of the 
Prime Minister of Nepal, the defacto ruler of is-country, = 
-with some of the titles and honours suffixed. to complete 
the list, of note-worthy honotrs and ‘titles you “have to 
‘add. Honorary Lieutenant-General of the British Army, 
Colonel-in-Chief of the Gurkha Regiments of the British Army, | 
Honorary Lieutenant-General of the Indian Army, Honorary . | 
Colonel of all the Gurkha regiments of the Indian Army. In‘ 
Nepal’s official terminology he is addressed'as Shri Tin Sarkar | 
as distinct from “Panch Sarkar” which epithet 'is used for his. 

* Majesty the King of Nepal. Common people call the Prime 
Ka v ; rl 
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' Pirthwi Bahadur Singh, one of the for 


Prabhu, ‘The members of the Rana family address 


Hazur 


_ Maharaja Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana hold: 
the following honours and titles from friendly foreign powers, ~~ 
who have established their diplomatic relations on iternational 
basis with this independent Sovereign Hindu Kingdom. India: 
Lieutenant-General in the Indian Army, and Honorary Colonel 
of all the Gurkha regiments in the Indian Army. The honour ४ 
was presented to him'on behalf of India by the First Indian | 
Ambassador to Nepal, Wing-Commander Sardar Surjit Singh 
Majithia on the 30th March 1948—the day of accession 
Britain : Hony, Lt-General in the British Army. and Colonel-’ 
in-Chief of the Gurkha Regiments of the British Army (June 
1941). U.S. A : Legion of Merit, Degree of Chief Commander 
(January 1949). Republic of France ; Grand Croix of Legion 

of Honour (25th, March 1949) and 30 on 


Maharaja Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana was born: — 

i on December 30, 1885. He is the eldest son of the late Maha: - 
raja Chandar Shumsher Jang Bahadur Rana, the Prime Minister — 
of Nepal from 1901 to 1929. Maharaja Chandra’s dynamic | 
personality, creative genius and undaunted will made Nepal 
what it is today—an independent Sovereign State. His mother 
was the daughter of a noble Chhetri-family of Nepal with 
traditions of valour in battles, magnanimity of heart in giving 
away alms and strict austerity in the observance of the Sanatan 
Hindu religious practices. Maharaja Mohan has seven brothers 
all living. At present five of them are on the Roll.of Success- ~ 
ion of the Prime Ministership of Nepal. (The Seventh on the: 
Roll; General: Krishna Shamsher Jang Bahadur- Rana, 
brother-in-law of the Ex—King of Nepal, recently re 
gned from the Roll for reasons of health, and has abjured all 
his claims as such. The eighth brother Badri Shamsh n 
Bahadur Rana isnot on the Roll. The Maharaja himself, 


: Excellency Babar Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana, the Comman- 


der-in-Chief and Minister of State} His Excellency Kaiser S 
sher Jang Bahadur Rana, the Senior Commandins 
General Krishna Shumsher Jang Bahadur Ra: 
llenov. Singha the: present Ambassador at Delh 
same mother. -His Excellency Shankar Shamsher Jan 
dur Rana and Lt. General Madan Shamsh 
another mother, who is still alive.and mostly 1 
The youngest of the brother on the Ri 

27 years of ago. Maharaja's one sister was’ 


Nepal,’ Both husband’ aud wife passed 
any issue, The youngest sister is 


~ 
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7 of Balrampur, a big and rich Zamindar of U. P: 


' Maharaja Chandra was a capable statesman, & shrewd 
judge of men, and possessed exceptional ability. The mother of 


' the Maharaja was an orthodox Hindu lady of a noble lineage, 


intelligent, charitable and devoted to her husband and to her 
children. * Maharaja Mohan has inherited the qualities of head 
and heart from his father and also sentiments of intense devo- 


tion to religion and religious practices and observances from his 


mother. Stains -of character inherited from the parents are 
evenly balanced in his own person. - ` Me 


- Maharaja Chandra was a well-read. person and a practical 
statesman. He fully well realized the value of proper education 


' and right training for all those who have to bear the heavy 


responsibilities and burden of governing Nepal. He gave.the 
best possible education to all his sons. ; 


' Maharaja Mohan was educated privately and was made a 
Hazuria General at the age of 16, when his father became the 


—Prime Minister of Nepal. He worked with the late Qazi’ 


Marichaman Singh the intellectual pillar of the Foreign office of '- 
Nepal; and gained Encyclopeadic knowledge of the affairs of 

Nepal at an early age, when most of young princes only try to 
enter life as students. He knows Euglish, Sanskrit, Hindi, and 

Nepalese. He léarnt these in his young age as a keen student. 

Manly sports, horsemanship and the use of weapons formed part - 
of his education. — ite 
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He is very courteous and obligir 
meet him, remembers’ him ever 
with a quick analytical mind, He 
patiently listens to recitals of unim 
‘advisers, well-wishers, friends and sul 
times -these gentlemen continue talking fi 
‘defined aim and with @ sad Jack Of peac 
understanding born of long experience 
- cardinal point in a talk: His facial expressio 
the inner working of mind, his inmost! thou, 
emotions. His composure, his comportment a 
bespeak sobriety and a calm mind, of on 
: his passions and desires. ‘His likes and dislikes ar 
like his religious convictions, and effect his actions: 
ments accordingly, The 0716 thing he prizes mos 
and the Sanatan Hindu Dharma. oa 


Maharaja Mohan, married the daughter of a noble 
family of Nepal. He has two sons and six daught i 
a rare example among the princely order, of rigid monogar 
and loyalty to.one wife. His eldest daughter is marri 
Raja of Bansi—a Rajput Zamindar in U.P. The second 
daughter ia married to Rao Sahib of Patan, a principality 
Delhi. The third is H. H. Maharani Dowager of Ghark 
State. The fourth is married to Rao Sahib of Samodha, a. 
jagirdar in greater Rajasthan, The fifth is married to Rao Sahib 
of Rairakol in Orissa. The sixth is married to Rao Sahib of 
Khajurgaon in U.P. His eldest son, Major-General Sarda 
Shamsher Jung Bahadur Rana is married to a princess from 
Rajputana. Major-General Sarda Shamsher’s eldest daughter 
‘was married with the Yuvaraj of Kashmir on. the 
5th March at Bombay. Fhe second son, Major-General Bijoy 
Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana is married to the daughter of a | 
noble Rajput family of Sundarnagar in Himachal Pradesh 


Maharaja Mohan came to hold the office and responsi- | 
: bilities of Prime Ministership of Nepal after the abdication of 
his cousin Padam Shamsher Jung Bahadnr Rana, in March 8; 
1948. He did not inherit the legacy of the Prime Ministership . ५ 
of the country not in an “All Fit” condition, ready to be 
_-Steered and piloted. It was at the outset a leaky boat with 
holes big enough to frighten the most daring ‘of boatsmen. ‘The 
treasury which is the mainstay of any system of government 
was swept clean by “the outgoing Prime — Minister— 
Two months before. his abdication he annou- 
need a democratic form'of government through & written con- 
stitution, without implementing it by any Steering Committee, 
which would promulgate it. In fact ex-Maharaja Padam: was 
weak as & man, indecisive as a ruler and inefficient as an adminis- 
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“trator Unfortunately he succeeded one of the strongest rulers 
‘of Nepal-Ex-Mabaraja Judha Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana. 
Thus the iron fist was replaced by velvet for the purpose of 
holding together a- country known for a population with a high 
“proportion of born soldiers, for master intriguers, tactful’ cour- 
tiers, and persons gifted with a subtle intellect. Maharaja 
Padm’s domestic life since his youth had not been a happy one. 
‘Fatherly affections and guidance he had none. Throughout . 
his life he always felt aggrieved. As a ruler he had the dreams 
and visions of a poet, but not the determination and courage 
of aman of action. He wished well by his country and by his 
people, but he had neither initiative, nor imagination, nor the 
means to translate his pious wishes into realities. Unfortuna- 
___tely his private advisers gave him false estimates of his power 
influence and achievements. Under him the administrative 
machinery began to function rustily. The prestige of the go- 
— vernment-was lowered in the eyes of the people. The Prime 
. Minister did not shift to Singha Darbar (the official residence 
of his predecessors) and that too did not augur well Very big 
and generally leaderless processions were taken out in the town 
of the valley, without any apparent aim simply for the purpose 
of demonstrations. Those expelled from Nepal and residing in 
India tried to excite the Nepalese masses by making statement 
in the Indian press and by pamphlets and handbills denouncing 
the Nepal administration, printed and published in India freely 
distributed in U. P. and Bihar, and also in the Nepal Tarai and 
in Nepal valley. Strange slogans came to be heard. Promi- 
nent among these were “Merger with India, Down with the - 
Rana Rule, Nepal as Republic, No King, No Prime Minister 
but a pure democracy, government of the Switzerland type, 
Strict neutrality, No Guzkha recruitment to the Indian Army 
‘nor to the British Army”, etc, etc. In fact by the end of 1948, 
everything in Nepal seemed to have gone out of gear, In such 

an atmosphere the ex-Maharaja abdicated. 


; At the time of his succession (March 19, 1948), Maharaja 
Mohan Shamsher had to deal with a)l the knotty and peculiar 
problems of the administration of Nepal. His Sindhur Yatra 

' Speech after his accession was a remarkable one in several 
respects. During the last two years he has set Nepal going on 
the path-of development. The inertia which has set in during 

: the time of Maharaja Padam seems to have been cast off. ' The 
. administrative machinery has been overhauled, cleaned and ~ 
reorganizod Ri 


NATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 


i A National Economic Planning Committee was Peek 
- up in May 1948 to submit its report on long and short term 
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plans for Nepal. Its Sub-Committees, 
the Agricultural Board the Mining Bo 
Board, have submitted their reports. The 
hand is the “Regional self-sufficiency in foo 
all parts of the country must grow their own ) 
purpose the kingdom has been divided into small unit a 
lation and surveys have been carried out by agric 
irrigation Engineers, and the projectss have already bi 
ted. Five lakhs is being spent for bringing about one 
acres of land in the western hills for cultivation, 
Upadhyaya Brahmins who own lands in the country, 
. considerit below their dignity to follow the plough ha 
through the official organ Gurkha Pattra advised to t 
tilling as a profession. $ a $ 


To develop the mining industry of the country and to 
tap the mineral resources the capital of the Himal Miners 
Syndicate has been raised to one crore of rupees, with the con. — 
sent and sanction of the Government, ©. | Na ja 


The develoment of Hydel power has been given the first 
priority. Field surveys for producing cheap electricity from — 
water sources at Sundarijal in the Kathmandu vallev, Markhoo, — 
Kulikhani, Narayangarh in Tarai have been completed, At 
Narayangarh there are plans to build three Dams, which will 
cost Rs. 5:5 crores or more and when completed will be generat. — 
ing about sixty thousand kilowats of electricity. Construction 
and extension work to produce a further 16500 kilowats from  ~ 
Sundarijal and Pharphing Hydel Works in the Nepal valley is in 
progress. At the completion of this scheme a large. amount of . 
electricity will be available in the Kathmandu valley for indus- 
trial purposes. i 


To save the tillers.of the soil: from the rapacity of the 
avaracious moneylenders an experimental Land Mortgage Bank 
has been opened. If the experiment is successful, more banks 
on similar lines will be opened. ; à 


Maharaja Mohan Shamsher following the advice and 
personal example of the Indian Ambassador, Sardar Surjit — 
Singh Majithia, started wireless. communication in the king- 
dom. ‘A wireless station known as Mohan Akashvani has been- 
opened in the capital. It is linked with other wireless stations 
at different places in. the country. It is ‘also connected 
with the Nepalese’ Embassy in New Delhi. Kathmandu is 
linked with Dhankuta and Doti in the hills and Biratnagar in © 
the Tarai and with the Nepalese Consulate in Calcutta, the 
Nepalese Legation at Lhasa in Tibet, and the Nepalese Embassy 
7 in London. : र 
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7 For the extension of the telephone communication to 
' Dhankuta, Biratnagar and Palpa, 6 lakhs was sanctioned in 
1948, The work is almost completed 
77 A new motorable road, 50 miles long, which would link 
Kathmandu with India is under construction. It will cost 
more than seven and half millions of rupees. A 6-foot broad 
road is being constructed, which will later be broadened. One 
of the longest roads in Nepal connecting the Eastern Tarai with 
the Western part of Nepal is under construction. The progress | 
is slow, as it passes through the worst malarial tracts. — : es 
£ The Maharaja is giving his best attention to make the. 
army of Nepal efficient in every way. The pay of the soldiers 
has been raised. Several other concessions are granted to them. 


oe Education in Nepal 


The Nepal Government maintains one first grade col- 

lego, affiliated to the Patna University, with both Science 
‘and Arts subjects, one Sanskrit College, one Surveyor’s 
‘training school, one mechanic training school, one medical , 
compounder training school, 9 high schools for boys, one 

7 high schol for girls, one central nursery school run on 
Montessorie lines, oce central training school for. basic edu- 
cation, 15 middle schools, 24 basic education centres, and 
100 Sanskrit pathshalas. Besides these there are 2 high 
schools for. boys, 2 middle schools. for girls, 3 middle 
schools for boys, and about 20 Sanskrit Pathshalas run by 
“public bodies or by individuals. At present about 16,000 
boys and girls attend all types of schools. The number 

of girl students is about 1,000. A few girls were pursuing 
their studies in the college at Kathmandu. Ten women 
teachers, trained in cottage industries and rural social 

-~ ~ uplift work in Indian Sewagram ‘centres. are imparting 
training and instructions to adult women and -young girls. 

7 Spinning of cotton and weaving of Khadi form an essen- 
77, tial part of the studies in some rural schools for boys too. ` 
77 Admission to all educational institutions. govern- 
mental and public, 18 open to ehildren. of all classes and 
castes without any.distinction of race, nationality or reli- 
gion. Indian nationals, Hindus as well as Muslims, are , 
77 freely admitted in boys and girls ‘schools. Arrangements 
‘for teaching Hindi exist. The medium of instructions in 
‘the lower classes is Nepali. Sanskrit and English are 
taught from the very beginning. The Nepal Governments: 
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' the study of ancient Hindu culture is under the supervi- 


f Department ‘runs its own Matricula 
School-Leaving Certificate examinations. The sy 
a bit stiff as compared with that of some of 
Universities, especially in English and Sanskrit. 


In all the educational institutions, colleges, schools- — 
and pathshalas maintained by the Nepal Government there 
is no tuition fee.. Nepal is the only country where 
education like mother nature’s gifts of air, light and water 
is given free of any cost and any obligation. Education 
is thus within the reach of the children of the poorest — 
class. ‘The Government does not raise any education cess” 
or education tax. The spread of education and know: J 
ledge is considered to be an act of piety or Dharma by the. 
Government as well as by individuals. - The sacred saying 
of- the’ ancient Hindu sages,  ''sarvesham dananam 


brahm danam. vishishyate” ® सर्वेषामेच दानानां बरह्म दानं 
विशिष्यते 1? i.e. “the best form of charity is giving educa- 
tion” is acted upon in this Hindu Kingdom. Eor running 
the Degree College and the Darbar High School; Kath- 
mandu, efficiently and permanently a large sum is invest- 
ed in the Government of India bonds and the monthly 
expenses of these institutions are met with by the interest 
of this sum. Poor students of the Darbar High ‘School 
are supplied with food, afternoon milk, clothes and lodgings: 
by the Government. ee A EE 


All the students of the Sanskrit College at Kath- 
mandu numbering about 120 are provided with necessties 
of life by the Government. After completing their education 
they are free to follow any profession they like. 


The standard of teaching is fairly high. The Matri— 
culation and S. L. C. examination of the Nepal Govern: — 
ment Examination Board is recognized by the Indian. 
Universities of Patna, Calcutta, Lucknow, Allahabad and ~ 
Banaras. : p ८ 


The Government of Nepal spends rupees six and a 
half lacs (2°75 per cent of its' total income) on education. 
the expenditure per student is Rs. 41 yearly. The Edu- 
cation Dopartment is directly under the Director-General 
of Education. Under him are one Deputy Director, € 
Inspectors and Assistants. ‘At present Major-General. 
Mirgendra Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana, M.A., is the 
Director-General, The spread of Sanskrit learning and 


sion of Naib Bada Guruji Pandit Hem Raj. Guruji is one. 
of the greatest living authorities oni ancient Sanskrit — 
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language and literature, The Government of Nepal sends 
students for studies to foreign countries from time to time, 
Students are also sent to Indian colleges and Universities : 
at Government expense ,for medical, engineering, techni- 
cal and agricultural studies, Before World War 11 students 
` were sent to Japan as well for technical studies. 


The present Prime Minister has appointed a commis- 
Sion with Major-General Sur Shamsher Jang Bahadur | 
‘Rana, M.A., as its president, consisting of officials and 
; non-officials to make a report establishing a university in 
_ Nepal which is going to be opond next year. Under the 
orders of the Government a scheme prepared by the Raj- 
guru Pandit Hemraj is to be launched soon to raise the 
present Sanskrit College to the status of a University for | 
Sanskrit learning and the study of ancicat' Hindu Culture 
and Civilization. - ; 


77 The indigenous Pathshalas attached to the Hindu 
and Buddhist temples exist in Nepal from olden times. 
The priests teach the students. In almost all such temple 
schools students live in the premises of the _temple and 
are fed by the temple authorities or by the Government. 


Nearly all the heads of the departments and other. 
high officials at present serving the Nepal Government, 
jand other educated gentlemen in Nepal, got their educa- 
tion in the Indian Universities, When the Darbar High 
School was fourided, no suitable person’ was available for 
teaching English and mathematics and: also: for taking up 
the responsibilities of the Headmaster of the institution, 
The educated Indians hesitated to go to Kathmandu as 
teachers., The Prime Minister and the other officials were 
on the lookout for a gentleman with the requiste qualifi- 
cations. ‘Among the Indian pilgrims to the Pashupatinath 
temple came a Sadhu who could speak English fluently 
and clearly, On hearing the report, the Prime Minister 
ordered: that the Sadhu be presented before him at once. 
` . He was found to bea graduate of the Calcutta University, 
Ignoring all his protestations, refusals and denial, the 
Sadhu pilgrim was entrusted with the task. Mr. Butto 
Krishna Moitra, M.A., LL.B., the famous educationist, 
served the Educatiou Dept. for fifty years. 4 


.. At present there are about 300 graduates in arts, « 
Science, law, medicine and engineering in Nepal. Literacy | 

7 in Nepal may be roughly computed at 3 per cent. among 

. the male population and 1 per cent. among the women, — 

Among the Brahmins, military men and upper class tribes ` 
‘of Newars fifty percent. of the male population can read 
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and write Nepali. In about 60 per 08! 
ing and writing of the alphabet and d 
age of 16, or the time of joining the) 
Nepalese are studious, hard-workin vd, 
quick at picking up languages. 2 a mount) 
of the country, difficulties of communication ex 
matic conditions, unhealthy climate of the Tarai 
Bhitri Tarai regions for 6 months out ofa year: all combin 
ed stand in the way of effectively fighting the demon of 
illiteracy. The Government of Nepal has under 
sideration a ‘scheme of opening more’schools and pater a 
It is estimated, that within the next ten years the li yo 
percentage in Nepal will increase to 3 times -the present | 
figure. If travelling is also a part of education, about 2५ 
lakh of Nepalese come to India and go back to their homes 


yearly 


The Libraries :—The famous State Library of Nepal 
Bir Library, named after the jPrime Minister who founded — 
it, contains about 4,000 printed books andy about eight 
thousand manuscripts. The greater number of the manu- 
seripts-are in Sanskrit. ‘About 500 manuscripts are on 
palm-leaves. Nearly 90 per cent. of these manuscripts ५ 
‘are on the famous Nepali paper prepared from the bark 
of ‘Daphne Cannibana,’. This paper is strong, tough and 
not liable to crack or break. In olden times the paper- 
makers made it quite impervious against being motheaten 
by saturating the pulp with arsenic water. The paper is 
not subject:to damp from any change in weather; even if 
drenched or left in water for any considerable time, ib. 
will not rot ‘Nearly all these manuscripts were either 
transcribéd, or originally written by the scribes in the 
Nepal valley, especially “those living in Bhadgaon, or. 
those residing'in the western parts of the Nepal hills. The 
library is situated in the buiding of the Trichandra Col- 
lege. Some of the rare and most valuable manuscripts 
date back to-1000' A.D. Comparatively speaking the 
library of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, contains about 
4,000 Sanskrit manuscripts, the library of the Royal Asia- 
tic Society of Bengal, Calcutta about 8,000 Sanskrit manu- 
scripts, the Bombay branch of that Society about 2,000 
Manuscripts, and the library of the Raja of Tanjore 13,000 
out of which 8,000 are on palm-leaves 


Scholars have free admittance to consult and study 
the manuscripts with the formal’ sanction of the Director- 
General of Education, which is seldom refused. The manu- 
Scripts are not'issued out of the library, Permission for 
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making copies of the manuscripts, or the portions thereof, 
is to be obtained from the Government. Several Indian 
scholars and Orientalists have visited the library. A: com- 
plete and exhaustive catalogue of the books and the 
manuscripts in the library, on scientific lines, has yet 
been prepared and published. 

The Private Library of General Sir Kaiser Shamsher 
Jang Bahadur Rana—the Senior Commanding General— 
contains about 12,000 printed books and about 600 Sans- 
krit manuscripts. The General himself isa great scholar 
‘and a voracious reader. He has been making the collec- 
tion since his child-hood. The selection of books is ex; 
cellent especially on Political Science, international diplo- 


macy, colonial history, and history and culture of the -: 


South-East Asian countries. Itis a well catalogued, well 
arranged and well-kept library. The arrangements of 
books is subjectwise. Arrangements with the publishing 
firms of repute in India as well as in ‘English-speaking 
countries have been made to get their best publications as 
soon as they are available. In this library there are very 


valuable books which were not meant for sale to the public : | 


but were meant only for a limited number of subscribers 
or members. Some of such books are not found in any 
library in India. Such books are generally on interna- 
tional diplomacy. Books on China, Tibet, Mongolia, Japan 
and India are tha choicest. The library is situated in the 
spacious residental place of the General known as Kaiser 
Mahal. No really educated man visiting Kathmandu 
‘should fail to pay a visit to this library. Scholars and 
gentlemen are allowed to take books on loan, while stay- 
ing in Kathmandu.-Besides, the General is a great patron 
of learning and learned men. , ; { 

The private library of Naib Bada {Guruji Pandit Hem: 7 
Raj contains about 5,000. printed books’ and nearly 2,000 
Sanskrit manuscripts.. There are about 300 palm-leaf 
manuscripts. |The library is situated in the residential 
house of the Rajguru. Some of the manuscripts are very 
valuable and rare. Scholars and students are: permitted 
to make use of the books within the premises of the 
library. ieee 
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' Nepal on the Road to Democracy — 
The New Constitution । 


The Ranas have been ruling the country for the last 
one hundred years, but they have shown that they are 


not quite unaware of the march of time. Of course all that | 


conceded by the present Rana government to the new 


constitution framed by the ''Vaidhanik-Sabha' (Constitu: ७५५ 


tional Reform Committee, constituted in 1947) may not 
rise up to the expectations of some but the ‘Parhament, 


(‘Sunsad’) was recently inaugurated. The fundamental rights ; St 


are defined as follows :— 2 i i 


Subject to the principles of public order and moralit 

_this Constitution guarantees to the citizens of Nepal froe- 
dom .of person, freedom of speech, liberty of the press; 
freedom of assembly and discussion, freedom of worship, 
complete equality in the eye of the law, cheap and speedy 
justice, universal free compulsory elementary education, 
universal and equal suffrage for all adults, security of private’ 
property defined by the laws of the State as ab present 
existing and rules to'be made hereunder. ; : 

: Subject to his physical, mental and economic capacit 
it shall be the duty of every citizen to promote public 
welfare, to contribute to public funds, to be im readiness 
to labour physically and intellectually for the safety, well- 
being ‘of the Realm and bear true allegiance to the ruler, — 
be faithful to the State and its Constitution”. ES à 


The whole of the cake could not be had in the very 


first ‘instance... Nor could one be expected to swallow the ~ 


whole cake at one time. Eor, that might mean sometimes: 


trouble in the internal order. That is what Shri Sri Prakash ~ $ 


had aslo told to the people of Nepal when he ‘visited — 
“the: country, at: Nepal government’s request, as Pandit | 
Nehru’s personal. representative ta advise the Maharaja on ~ 
introducing political reforms in the countiv and.on constiu — 
“ting a ‘‘Sudhar Samiti”? (Reforms Committee). “Shri Sri | 
Psakash had asked the people to accept whatever reforms 
they would be given by their rulers, in a spirit of coopera— 
tion ; and had also asked the Maharaja to give the people — 
as big a share of their rights as his government could spare 
them in the first instance. . A “Sudhar Samiti” was, accor: - 
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— dingly formed for introducing political reforms in the 
a EA But within a year it was en oe by the 
‘Vaidhanik-Sabha” (or the Constitution ommittee), which - 
was formed with a much more comprehensive aim of fra- 
Peels ming an altogether new. consttitution for the country. — 
=. During its two years life the Constitution Committee had | 
framed 4 bills relating to the fundamental rights referred a 
“to above, and has ‘also framed bills relating to Gram 
Panchayats,” “Nagar Panchayats” Zila b District Panchayats’ — 
and Panchayati Adalat and, as said above, all the former and 
$: ` the latter bills have already received the Khargu-Nishanga’, 
- + ‘the seal of the Sword, or the King’s seal, thus having be- 
come Law. It is under the new Constitution Committee 
4 Vaidhanik Sabha) that the new “Parliament” has been 
' inaugurated. 


The New “Parliament” 


_ Nepal's new “Parliament” comprises of two Houses 
the ''Bhardari Sabha’ or the Upper House, and the ‘:Rastra 
Sabha’? or the Lower House. In the ‘‘Bhardari Sabha” there 
are 27 members, all nominated, the Chairman of the House 

| -is the-Minister-and-Commander-in-chief of Nepal, Sir Babar i 

22 Shum Shere. The ‘Rashtra. Sabha’ consists of 69 members ' | 

> — in all, 27 nominated and 42 elected bo the various ‘Zila — 

Panchayats.’ The Chairman of the House is the Senior Com- ; 

manding General, Sir Kaiser Shum Shere, ex-Nepalese | 
Ambassador to the U K., and Nepalese Minister to. the 

U.S. A. and France. j CO PNR 


One-third of the members of both the Houses whether — 
nominated or elected will retire every year, That is to say, 
the tenure of office of members of either of the two Houses 
will be three years. : 


- Any ‘proposal’ for legislation (Nivedan) placed before 

the ‘Rashtra Sabha’ by any of its members will have to` 

= | receive the assent of the two.third of the House before 
being made into a bill, and after it has received the assent. 
_ of two third of the members of the ‘Bhardari Sabha’ also, 
. it shall be placed before the Maharaja, for his final approval — 
7 and the 'Khadga-nisdna': The Maharaja has a Council of 
five or six ministers, each in-charge of a portfolio, Two of 
the ministers are the elected members of the public and 
7 hold the portfolios of “Public Works” and ‘Food’, . Bach 
_ of tho ministers has an advisory council of eight to four, 
‘members, besides the minister himself, the members being 
from, among the nominated, and elected members o 
“Beardari and ‘Rashtra’Sabhas.  ,.. jib 
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The new constitution of Nepal, thus, aims at establish- : 
ing a “Panchayati Raj? with the Maharaja as the higher 


Executive Head (and the King, of course, being the highest a 


constitutional head)—a superstructure of a ‘Parliament 
based on the foundations.of primary ‘Gram’ and ‘Nagar 
Panchayats, those primary ‘Panchayats’ being formed into — 
‘Zila or District Panchayats’ and the ‘Zila Panchayats 
ending in their elected representativas to the ‘Rashtra 
Sabha 

COMPOSITION OF RASTRA SABHA, (Lower House) 


1. Elected Members :— 42. 
(a) The Pradhan Panoh of the following Zilla Panch- 
ayats 


1, East No. l. 12. Gulmi, 23. Rauthat 
2. East No. 2 13. Sallyana. 24. Mahotari 
3. Hast No. 3. © 14. Piuthan. 25. Sarlahi ` 
4. East No; 4. 15. Dailekh. 26. Saptari. 
5. Dhankuta. ' 16. Doti. _ 27. Siraha 
6. Ilam. 17. Dandeldhurd. 28. Moranga 
7. West No. 1. ` 18. Baitadi.: & Jhapa 
8. West No. 2,:- 19. Jumla. : ' 29. Palbi and 
9. West No. 3.: 20. Chisapani ` Majhkhand 
10.:West No: 4. 21. The Valley 30. Khajhani 
11. Palpa . Proper. & Seoraj 
: . : 22; Bara Parsa. . 31. Banke and 
Bardia. 


32. Kailali and Kanchanpur. 
(b) The Pradhan Panch of the following 4 Nagar 


Panchayats 
Bi 777833. Krthmandu. 34. Patan. 35. Bhaktapur 
36. Birganj 


(c) List of the interest to be represented in the Rastra 
~ Sabha by election and the seats allotted to each 


(i) Merchants-and traders :— 

(ii). Zamindars and holders of Birtas :— . - 
(ili) Intelligentsia :—. : 
(iv) Government servants :— 

(v) Labour :— f 

2. Nominated. members. ~. 7728 


\ THE PANCHAYATS 


16. There shall be ‘a ‘Gram’ Panchayati for every — 
village or a.. group of villages, which shall form a unit as 
specified by rules framed by the Governmeut in “this 
behalf, consisting of five to fifteen members elected by the | 


3h. 
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vote of all adults with necessary qualifications who will 
elect. their own Pradhan Panch. | 

There shall be a Nagar’ Panchayat for every 
town or city ora group thereof consisting of ten to fifty 
members elected by the vote of all adults with necessary 
qualifications, who will elect their own Pradhan Panch in . 
accordance with the rules prescribed by the Government 
in this behalf. : 

The Pradhan Panchas of the several Gram and 
Nagar Panchayats shall elect from among themselves and 
if necessary from among the members of their respective 
Panchayats fifteen to twenty members who shall form the 
‘Zilla Panchayat’ in places to be notified by the Govern- 
ment. It shall elect its own President. : 


It shall be -the duty of the village, town and city 
Panchayats, within tHe limits of the funds at their disposal 
and subject to the control of the Government and in the 
case of a village Panchayat to that of the Zilla Pan- 
chayat as well to attend to all mattera relating to 
the education, welfare and prosperity of the people and 
the territory under their charge, particularly justice, 

| water supply, sanitation, construction and maintenance of 
roads, drains, bunds, bridges and public buildings, grazing 
lands, basic education, unemployment relief through 
cottage industries and other measures, which are likely to 
promote the health, safety, education, comfort and the 
tocial and economic’ well-being of the people. 

The Zilla Panchayats will . receive \from the 
Centre the ‘allotted share of the funds for the Zilla con- 
cerned. They shall retain half of the fund for theii own. 
use and distribute the other half among the village 
Panchayats within their respective jurisdiction in propor- 
tion to the amount contributed by the areas concerned. 

The Zilla Panchayat shall- co-ordinate the 
activities of the village and town Panchayats within its 
jurisdiction and shall aid and advise the Bada Hakim 
(Governor) of the Zilla on matters of policy, relating to 
the welfare of the Zilla, It shall also perform such other 
duties as may from time to time be assigned to it by the 
Government. ; i : 


Privileges and Powers of the Parliament 


_ (a) Subject to the rules and standing orders regu- 
‘lating the procedure of the Legislature, there shall be freedom 
of epeech in the Legislature, and no member thereof shall be 
liable to any proceedings in any Court in respect of. any- 
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thing said or any vote given by him in this Legislature or 
any report, paper, or proceedings 
(b) No member of the Legislature shall be liable to any arrest 
or imprisonment during the meeting of the legislature and within 
the precincts of the Chamber : 
(c) No member of the. Legislature shall. be liable to any 
punitive or disciplinary action by the President other than 
being expelled from the Chamber for infringing the rules or | 
behaving in a disorderly manner à 
33. Members of the Legislature shall be entitled to 
receive. such salaries and allowance as may be determined 
by an act of the Legislature,- — ġie 
34. (a) Subject tothe provisions ‘of this Act, any 
member of the Legislature may ask questions, move resolu- 
tions and. introduce Bills regarding. the welfare and ad- 
ministration of the whole of the Kingdom of Nepal or any 
part thereof and for the subjects of Nepal, provided they 
' are not against the public interest 


(c) No questions shall also be raised or discussed in the. 
Legislature about the personal character of any individual 

35. (a) Subject to: the provisions of-the Act with res- 
pect to financial and other bills, ‘a Bill may originate in- 
either Chamber through any member of the House = 
y (b) No Bill shall, be deemed to have . been’ passed 
by the Chambers of the Legislature, unless it hasbeen agreed 
to by both the Chambers 


His Highness the Maharaja may summon the Chambers, — 
to meet in a joint sitting for purpose of deliberating and — 
voting on.the Bill 

b) Any Bill passed at the joint sitting of the two 
Chambers shall be deemed to have been passed by both ६ 
Chambers fee 
727737. All Bills passed by the Legislature shall become — 
Law only after being nuthenticated by His Highness the ~ 
Maharaja and receiving his formal 'Seal, — $ 

His. Highness the Maharaja shall in respect of — 
every financial year cause to be laid before the Chambers of — 
the Legislature a statement of the estimated receipts and 
expenditure for that: year. ~. | 3 3 


Salient Features of the Constitution. } 
The history. of the whole world does not show unan 


tal mity of opinion on the question of what is the best form of 
Government. Different forms of Government prevailed in 
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— the world at different periods, sometimes democracy, some- A 
times kingship ond at intervals dictatórships were also in 
‘existence. The only criterion of good government is that J 
it must lead to the greatest good of the greatest num ber or, a 
‘in other words, that governmental system 18 the best which 7 
leads to good administration, and brings about an increase | 
in the total happiness and peace of the country. E 
The Nepal Constitution provides the Fundamental $ 
Rights in a manner similar to that which obtains in the J 
‘advanced countries of the world. . The people have rights | 
as well as obligations and both rights and obligations have | 

to be exercised for the common good. : 
To associate the people in the administration, «a 
Council of Ministers is created in which representation is 
or given to popularly elected members of the Legislature as, | 
also by the formation of Administrative Commitees. : 


The elective system is moulded to the panchayat 7 
Bat system which isan essential part of our heritage and culture. 7 
i ‘The right of the vote has been conceded tor all adults.: It 
is not the intention of the Government that the country - 
should be thrown into the vortex of party system. Care 18 
taken not to allow concomitant evils of electioneering, ex- 73) 
cessive expenditure, worry and strife, to creep into the  ' 
political life. : | 
Bicameral Legislatures for the centre is recognised, 
— There are nominated members in both the Houses. It is 
necessary in the interests of efficient administration that 
such members should be appointed until there is more wide- 
spread political agitation in the country. Seats have also 
been given in the Legislature to special interests. The ` 
powers and functions of the Legislature are generally of the 
nature conferred by the Govt, of India Act 1935. 


The national revenue expenditure (the Budget) has 
been placed within the jurisdiction of the Legislature, and 
the provision is made for Auditor-General. f 

No doubt the Constitution gives special powers to the 
-Prime Minister, the Maharaja, in the case of emergency but 
Special powers for special circumstances are provided in 
the Constitution of all states, N 2 


' Independent Judiciary : : : . 
~> The edifice of the administration of the law is built 
upon the foundation of our ancient Panchayat-i-Adalat bo- ` 
cause it: was deemed better to reform our own system by 
“necessary improvements than to: transplant an entirely | 
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foreign system into the country. 1 
of litigation as the majority of p isp 
be settled by the Panchayat in their ini 
higher level justice has been kept abs 
and separate from the executive, 
' dismissal within the limit of their retiri 
are recommended for removal by the Legislatur 
is provision that their salaries are not subject) TI 
increase or decrease. The constitution is not rigid o1 
flexible structure as is the case of many ‘countries. Som 
features are ‘entirely original, while others follow th 
characteristics visible at different stages in the develop- 
‘ment of various countries.” Provision has been made for 
development and change from time to time. In India con- 


stitutional reforms took place in two or three stages and at — 


long intervals. But in Nepal it is introduced in the very: 
first step. Nothing that-man does canbe entirely free from 
faults and it is easy to pick faults in any thing. A habit of 
fault finding or carping criticism never helps to realise the- 
objective. Beis.) eS : 
“Dr. Ishwari Prasad, Head of the Political Science Dept. 
Allahabad, wrote : ża : 


“No Income tax, supér-tax, no fees in school and col- 
lege, free medical aid for all, cheap and expeditious justice, 
redress of wrongs done to the poor and the weak-these are 
the boons which the paternal Government of Nepal has 
conferred upon the people. -Verily here one feels that there 
is some truth in Alexander Pope’s well known epigram :— 

“For forms of Government 
? let fools contest, 
Whatever is administered 
best is best”. 
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Nepal's help to India 


7 — The military and political importance of Nepal can | 

hardly be ‘exaggerated. Mr. Percival Landon, ‘the well: | 

' known author of the work on Nepal, while writing on the | 

importance of Nepal. says, “Tt invests Nepal with an im-3 

7 portance which it would be-foolish to overlook. We should 4 

7 > attempt to understand a little more thoroughly the high: | 

| position which Nepal holds in the general Southern Asiatic — 

11 balance and the great and growing importance that she will 77 

possess in future in the solution of the problem which beset 
the present state of India”. i i 


i Free from any treaty, any obligation, any promise, the 

Gurkha people at once and ungrudgingly sent two hundred 
thousand of their men to help us in tho first Great War of 
1914—18. He adds, “almost wherever was a theatre of war, 
Gurkhas were to be found everywhere, they added to their | 
high courage in France, Africa, Mesopotamia, in the, North ` 
West Frontier Province. And to those: who. know, when 
they see the Map of that: country of Nepal then must always 

: recur the thought of what one people of that country have 
done for us”. 5 


~ No less than 1,00,000 Gurkhas laid their lives at the 
alter of friendship during, the first World War. 


During the War the Turkish Ambassador went to - 
Kabul to solicit the help of the Amir. The Amir replied, 
eee agood Muslim am 1 and what the Khalifa (the Emperor 
of Purkey) wills is mine to do. I wait the Turkish armies on 5 
their way to India and I shall be ready to lead the hosts of ५ 
Islam by their side. (History of Afganistan by Sir George) 
“After the awful struggle of the World War (1914—18) when 
7, hor (Nepal's) men, tired out, home-sick and surely reduced + 
had at last returned to their own villages the new call of 
India for the help against the invading Afghans along with ' 
‘the North West Frontier was answered instantly, : There 
was no treaty or obligations, no, contract, not even under- 
standing between the people. But the Gurkhas came down 
in their thousands to stand once more beside India in a day 
of trial’. | El RS, | E 
_ It is now an open secret to the students of Indian | 
A politics what valuable services the brave Gurkhas rendered | 
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to India-especially to Hindus in repelling Afghan invasio 
just after the last Great War, when the Indian Muslims 
joined hands with the Amir. At once the Muslim Conspiracy 


was unearthed. Ali Brothers and other Muslim Leaders were | 
interned and the catastrophe was averted with the aid of ~~ 


Nepal. (Vide—''Muslim Conspiracy” by Sri Karandhikar | 
Editor, Kesari, Poona) e SN NN 


During 1940, His Highness Maharaja Sir Jodha Shum- Ss 


sher was asked if he.would agree to a cent per cent increase 
in the regular Battalions of Gurkhas in the Indian Army | 
and would permit them all, if necegsary,to proceed overseas, . 
He agreed readily and immediately.” Not only did he do 
this but forthwith he proceeded to give every form of — 
assistance in the big recruiting drive in- the winter of 
1940—41; which was necessary. i 


Soon the Gurkha battalions of the Indian Army: were 
increased from 20 to 40 battalions. From 10 to 14 thousand 
more Gurkhas recruit were sent to India. This was a | 
tremendous war effort for a comparatively small country, 
‘but carried out punctually and efficiently under His. High- 
ness' direction. Se ; ; 

“Despite a long and gallant record, their feats in the 
present war have few. equals. - They have fought in the. 
jungles of Burma in that retreat which terminated’ in a 
resistance which safeguarded India’s North Eastern Forntier 
from Japanese aggression. In the cold weather campaign 
of, 194243, the Japanese made a determined effort to’ seize 
the. Chin hills, preparatory to capturing Tiddim, one of the 
chief towns in the region, Japanese storm troops advanced 
from Kalemyo in the’ Chindwin ‘valley, but the Gurkhas 
denied their'passage. Aftersix days’ fierce fighting the 
enemy had to abandon the attempt, suffering severe casua- 
Ities. At one stage the Japanese made some local gains, ` 
but the Gurkhas counterattacked. Immediately they began 
to use their kukries in hand!tohand combat, the Japanese 
fled. à 


For Independent India, the first year of freedom was 
a year of trial-and tribulation. The unexpected and un- 
foreseen gigantic problem of evacuating rehabilitating, and 
४ resettling all the Hindus and Sikhs from Western Pakistan 
| suddenly cropped ‘up and hampered the administration at 
the ‘outset. The integration, of more than 600 states was 
in the cauldron, The Kashmir affairs took a very serious ' 
turn, embroiling India: into a regular war against the 
Marauders, organized by the Pakistan military. officers 
and supplied with arms and ammunition by Pakistan. 
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“On the one chessboard of international diplomacy and 
“the U.N.O. India had not many sincere friends. In Hyder 
bad Qasim Rizvi and bis Razakars practically seized: thi 
‘administration and started a reign of terror, arson, an 
‘indiscriminate killing of innocent persons. ° 
The Nepal Government agreed to send a contingent i 
its ten battalions, forty percent of its standing army. The 
— Nepalese contingent arrived in India in September 194 
which synchronised with the police action of the Goyer 
ment of India in Hyderabad : i ae 
ke Welcoming General Sarda and his troops at the Tung 
khel ground, the Indian Ambassador said; - : SID 
_- “India is an oriental country with a typical oriental 
~ mind the outstanding characteristic of which is grate- 
7 fulness, India will remember this friendly gesture, One 
. more I take this opportunity of expressing deep friendshi 
of India to Nepal. May both the countries continue t 
grow and prosper hand in hand towards the noble ideal 
of mankind, i.e., brotherhood of man, formed by beads o 
universal love and peace.” 
je Replying, the Maharaja of Nepal said that he was sure; — 
that the officersand men of the Nepalese contingent now ~ 
returning home adding a new chapter to the history of long 
friendship between the two countries had been deeply 
touched by the appreciation for the help rendered by them 
to-India. The Maharaja expressed his pleasure in helping 
their friend and neighbour in her hour of need and aske 
what better evidence could there be to their real willing 
, ness to help India than the promptitude with which they | 
‘Garry out the wishes of the Indian Government for the loan | 
of their troops. The Maharaja reiterated, that this would -4 
still further strengthen and cement the bonds of friendshi 
existing hetween the two countries. - f iġi 
77. The Gurkhas are familiar to'us. Known all over India 
the name of the Gurkha seems to have allready become a 
Be household word for bravery and valour on the field: of | 
battle. hay ; ; va 
“The Pride of the Indian Army” i 
_ . Indeed they were acclaimed among the best soldiers 
_ during the two World Wars. As a proof of this, they ne 
o less- than 10 V. C’s out of.the total thirty-one received. 
‘by the ndian Army in the last World War. During the rece 
shmir operations two Gurkhas were awarded the Malia V. 
hakra, Republican India’s highest military award, | 
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Relations Betw 

On the 6th December 
Tree India’s first Ambassador to. 
Excellency Wing Commander Sar 
an aristocrat by birth, & soldier | 
of his majestic figure, his ease i 
picquancy with considerable ee 
was peouliarly fitted to represent India in 
of orthodox ` Brahmin priests, aristocratic l 
proud Thakurs, and world famous fighting men 
B The Indian Ambassador presented his creden nol 
the 10th December in the Hanuman -Dhoka Dar 
Hall, His. speech voiced the genuine f 
and true sentiments of the Government £ 
the people of India towards the Government and pes 
Nepal. “In my capacity as the first Ambassador of ny 
country,” said Ambassador Majithia, “I shall always 
my best to strengthen and cement the fraternal relations 
which through cultural associations reinforced by. geogra- 
phical contiguity have subsisted between our iwo coun 
tries from time immemorial. We hope, that Nepal and 
India who have got so much in ‘common, will together 
continue to work for the peace and contentment of our 
own peoples and lead the way fora confederation of sll‘bhe | 
Asiatic nations. Itis our wish, as it will be our unfailing 
endeavour to strive with you and with other friendly na- 
tions to the end that the power of. our respective: states 
Shall be dedicated to the service, freedom and justice.” 
His Majesty the King; in his reply which was read .. 
out by his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief said, 2 


“We do feel confident, that the exchange of diplo- 


matic relations, so very happily inaugurated by your 
Excelledcy will further strengthen and cement the frater. 
nal as well.as friendly relations happily inaugurated by 
your Excellency’s countries which as you say hive go many 
things in common.” In the same Darbar His Highness, the. 
Maharaja of Nepal said ; “Nothing indeed could be more | 
agreeable and pleasing than to exchange diplomatic rela- 
tions with the neighbouring country, which is closely. 
bound together with ours by ties of fraternity and friend- 
ship strengthened by cultural associations from time im- 
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“memorial. The friendship between Nepal and India is a | 
longstanding one, and I hope, that it will keep on growing, | 
7. as they march hand in handon the path of development. 
7 On our part, your Excellency ‘may rest assured, that our 
i @arnest.endeavour will be directed towards cementing it 
all the more.” : 


7: Sardar Majithia did very laudable work. in - nourishing | 
and building up closer ‘friendly. relations between the 
Governments and people of the two countries.. He relinqui- | 
/ shed the charge of his office on the 8th June 1949. 


+. The present Indian Ambassador Sir Chandreshwar 
Prasad Narain Singh presented his credentials on the 8rd 
- July 1949. He belongs to a Bhoomiar Zamindar family 
of the Bihar Province. He is å man of scholarly taste and 
‘was the Vice-Chancellor of the Patna University. 


fan The Indian Embassy. 


7 The Indian EmbasSv in Nepal is ranked as first among 
the second grade Indian Embassies. The total -annuak- 
expenditure on the Embassy comes to about Rs. 3 lakhs. 
1 25% of this sum is drawn by the Ambassador, the First 
Secretary and the Registrar in the shape of their salaries | 
me allowances. The Embassy performs the following . — 
uties : 


I. Disbursement of pensions to retired Gurkha — 
soldiers of the Indian Army. More than 7,000: Gurkha: 
pensioners draw their pensions amounting to about 12 
lakhs a year from the Indian Embassy Treasury at Khat- 
‘mandu. $ 

: 2. To inquire into, settle or forward the claims of 
widows, children and dependents of the deceased soldiers of 
the Gurkha regiments of the Indian Army. 


3. To arrange refund of Customs Duty collected at 
7 the Indian Ports on all goods imported into Nepal from 
7. foreign countries and excisable goods and material reaching , | 
Nepal from India. . ' 
7/4. Yo check, scrutinize and verify the goods, material, 
"machinery and articles of merchandise, reaching Nepal — 
from India and from foreign countries. ħ 
777777 More than 55,000 Gurkha pensioners come yearly. to 
: Gorakhpur from their homes: in the hills. to draw their pen-. | 
' ‘sions... ‘The Gorakhpur Depot Treasury. makes payment to. 
the tune of Rs. 70 lakhs. At present there are 12, perma- 
7 hent'and seven temporary Gurkha.regiments in the Indian 
vas Army. ! Yearly about 25,000 new recruits are enlisted. for 
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` Hinduism, worships the gods and goddesses of the Hindu 


; Holi, Magni, Diwali with the same earnestness and religious 


` between India, Nepal and Rritain, the Nepalese Govern: — 


_ its several branches are open to Nepalese, After the at 


‘open to the Nepalese subjects higher posts in All Indie 
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these regiments through the Gurkha Recruitm' 
maintained at Gorakhpur with a branch at 
Darjeeling Dt. by the Govt. of India. | 


India and Nepal haave a “common 
over 600 miles. ‘The territory of Nepal look: 
fitted.on the back of a racehorse, the border rI 
the backbone as it were. Geographically the territori 
are contiguous and -inter-locked. Excepting afew min 
boundary disputes not involving more than 2,000 acres o 
land, there is no border or boundry problem for either — 
country. Racially about 80 per cent of Nepals popula- 
di 


tion is descended from stock of tribes living in ; India. 
‘The same percentage ‘of Nepalese population) believes in 
Pantheon, celebrates pure Hindu festivals of ‘Dussehra, — 


K 


fervour as the Indians. 


According toa Tripartite agreement of July 1947, — 
ment has allowed the recruitment of Nepalese in the regu-" — 
lar Indian Army to the strength of twelve battalions, For 
the purpose of recruitment the Army Department of the 
Government of India is running two recruiting depots, 
one at Gorakhpur and the other at Ghum. Besides these 
Gurkha regiments, Gurkhas are recruited in the Assam — 
rifies and other forces. 4 


All commissioned ranks in‘ the Indian Army in 


tainment of freedom by India, some of the Nepalese gentle- 

men are commanding the regiments. A score of others — 
are holding responsible positions in the Indian Army. 4 ù 
Nepalese citizen passing the necessary qualifying examina- 
tions can rise to the highest position in the armed services | 
of India: . . -* ; : ' MRSS ae 


‘The Government of India has recently. thrown 


Services in the following civil departments. 
1.: The Indian Foreign Service. ; B 

The Indian Audit and Accounts Service. SA 

The Military Accounts Department, 777177 

The Indian Railway Accounts Service. 

. The Indian Customs Service. — 

The Indian Income Tax Service. ' 


OSR ५० bo 


heat 


CC-0..1n Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri‘Collection Haridwa 


X 


orts and Commercial Departments 6 


to the Yuva Raja of Kashmir and the Raja of Jaisalmer. 
About 30 Indians are holding responsible. posts 
in ‘different departments of tho Nepal Government. 


— In the international fiscal and the financial set 
7 Up, Nepal is linked with India. The Government of India 
secures dollars and sterling required by the: Nepal Govern- 
“men nd for traders and businessmen in Nepal. 

9. The total investments of Indian merchants and. 
traders in Nepal amount to about: Rs. 10 crores approxi- ' 
mately. -` REL : RA 


710. There are no; conditions, restrictions, bars, or. 
‘checks on the movements of capital, gold, silver and jew- 
_ellory from Nepal to India," ng Ale 


OM 
11. Nepal exports about 60 thousand maunds of ghee, 
50 lakh maunds of rice, timber worth Rs. 20 lakhs a year 
(1948-49), hides and skins worth Rs. 10 lakhs and jute 
` worth about 3 lakhs annually to India, 7 


BP 12. There is no restriction imposed on buying and 

owning property, movable by the Nepal Government on 

7 Indians’ movable or immovable, houses or lands. The Govern: 

= ment recognizes full propriertory rights of the Indian owners. 

7713. There are no restrictions on Indian traders, mer- 

. chants and businessmen for carrying out their trade with- 
in the territory of Nepal. There is no income-tax, sales 
tax, profit tax, or any tax of discriminatory nature. Con- £ 

sequently thero are no checks; legal or otherwise, econo- 

i mical or financial, in taking profits or money earned with- 

in the territory of Nepal to India 

14. There is no 


a prohibition or restriction on entry 
Nepal or sale to the public of any book, journal or 
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pamphlet and newspaper, printed and published in India, 
except on the ground of its containing malicious and false 
propaganda against Nepal. Bier 

15. Biographies of Indian National leaders, Mahatma- 
ji, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and Subhas 
Chandar Bose, Babu Rajendra Prasad, Veer Savarkar, and 
Bhai Parmanand in English and in Hindi sell in very 
large number in Kathmandu. Photos and pictures of the 
Indian National leaders have a large sale too. , l 

16. The Nepal Government has permitted the Govern- 
ment of India to construct one of India’s biggest dams on 
the river Kosi, without any monetary considerations. 
This multi-purpose dam when completed will benefit India 
in many ways—checking of destructive floods, irrigation 
of waste cultivable lands, production of more foodgrains, 
generating electricity and running industries. 

17. The Nepal Government and the Nepalese phil- 
anthropists have made the following monetary contribu- 
tions to the educational and other institutions in India. 


(a) Banaras Hindu University. Rs. 2 lakhs by Maha- 
raja Chandra Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana, for 
Ayurvedic College and Rs, one lakh by Maharaja 
Judh Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana for Sanskrit 
and Indian Culture. 


(b) Bhonsle -Military College. Nasik. Rs. twenty 


4 — thousand by Maharaja Padam Shamsher Jang 
ti Bahadur Rana. ४३६ 

l (c) Michael Medical College Calcutta Ono lakh by 
f ‘ General Sur, grandson of Maharaja Bir Shamsher 
i Jang Bahadur. 

$ (d) Lucknow University. Rs. 25,000 by Maharaja - 
i Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana. 

E (e) Allahabad: University, Rs. 6,000 annually fora 
li Chair in Asiatic Culture bythe Nepal Government. — 
i 


-18. India moved the: resolution in regard.to Nepal 
becoming a member of the ECAFE. A Nepalese delegate 
attended the meeting of ECAFE. recently held in Australia, 

19: The Government of India pays an annual subsidy 
of Rs. 10 lakhs to the Nepal Government without any con- 
ditions entailed thereupon for its expenditure. This pay- 
' ment, of perpetual nature was started after the First World 
War in recognition of Nepal’s help to the cause of the 
British Empire. Independent India continues to pay this 
sum. : 
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7720. In recognition and appreciation of मम 
of the Nepal Government in the Second World War, the 


be paid- to the Nepal Government in perpetuity out of - 
Indian funds. In 1946, a consolidated sum of Rs, 2 crores. 
- 30 lakhs was paid to the Nepal Government in lieu of- this 
subsidy, without any conditions laid thereupon for its ex- 


penditure. $ : 

77 21. The Government of India has set apart 4 sum of 
Rs. 56 lakhs for the schemes of welfare of the Gurkha pen- 
sioners in ‘Nepal, discharged soldiers, widows, children 
and dependents of the deceased soldiers of the Indian ' 
. Army. They appointed a small committee in this regard.. 
- The Indian Ambassador in Nepal is a member of this com- 
-~ mittee. ; Ż 

22. Nearly one lakh Gurkha pensioners of the Indian 
Army draw about a crore of rupees in the shape of pen- 


sions. pee J 


23. The Indian Universities and colleges have not. 
put any restrictions on the admission of Nepalese. subjects., 
and prosecuting their studies. 
> a _ 24. Nepali is recognised as.a principal subject up to: 
01 ae B. A. standard in the Indian, Universities, 

_ 25. The Indian Government has ‘sanctioned scholar- 
ships to Nepalese students for pursuing their studies in 
Indian Colleges and Universities. 


26. There are no restrictions on the fiow and invest- 
ment of capital, gold or silver or. jewellery from India to: 
Nepal. , i 
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27. . Every Nepalese can freely move in India with- 
out any passport, visa or permit. He can attend public 
functions, can join a social club or association; and become 
its officeholder, $ i 

_ 28. The Nepalese can buy shares in Indian com- 
panies, banks, mills, and other industrial. establishments.. 


is psn accruing from such investments will be ‘ taxed 
in accordance with the law of Income-tax in India. The 


investments of the Nepalese in India amount to more than 
20 crores. $ Š / i 


CN 


ws 29, About 30 lakh Gurkhas have ermanently settled 
Mn Domiciled Nepalese or Gurkhas enjoy fall rights. 
i £ टिक and state protection of every nature in 
s a ia. They enjoy the right. of voting, can stand for: 
elections to the Provincial and Central legislatures. At 
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British sanctioned (1945), another sum of Rs. 10 lakhs to . 
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present Shri Ari Bahadur Gaurung, Bar-at-Law, is a me- 
mber of the Constituent Assembly of India. ४ 


30. The Nepalese can buy Janded property and 
house property in India, and enjoy full rights of mortgage, 
sale or disposal like other Indians, subject to local laws. 


31. India supplies to Nepal edible salt, 1,500 tons 
of cloth per year, 212,500 gallons of petrol (1942-50), 
besides Kerosen oil, coment and other commodities, 
> j 32. At the request of the Nopal Government the 
ndian Government sends its experts to advise the Nepal 
Government on various matters of importance. 


The interests of the two countries are very closely 
inter-related geographically, racially, culturally, religiois- 
ly, socially and economically. They date back for centu- 
ries, and are the outcome of common religious beliefs, com- 

mon culture and common social growth. 
$ 33. Just at present, there are treaty and trade pacts 
betweon the two countries. Common interests bind them 


| . together. 
| 
i 
| 


Foreign Policy and Relations म 


The foreign relations and the foreign policy of a country is 
determined by several factors. i e., its geographical position, its 
populations, „the professions of its inhabitants, its fighting . 

y manpower, its wealth, its industries, its raw materials, and the 
l economic, educational and. political condition of its people. 


i Geographically Nepal is a landlocked country, with Tibet in the 
b North, and India on allits other three sides. Six or seven 
i passes lead into Tibet, but very little commercial intercourse 
f with Tibet is kept through these passes now. Nepal’s main 


l trade is with India, and nearly all its imports and exports from 
fa and to countries other than India pass through India’s sea-ports 
i and land-routes. The fact affects Nepal’s foreign relations, and 
H this wayfarer was not surprised, when an Ex-Prime-Minister 
“of Nepal inadvertantly explained Nepal's foreign policy in the 
following words. ‘Nepal in the past has been with the powers 
at Delhi, and for times to come. shall have to remain friendly 
with the power at Delhi.' My personal opinion is that in order 
to keep friendly relations with Nepal, the power at Delhi must 
keep under its sway, the provinces of Utter Pardesh, Bihar, 

' Bengal and Assam, which have common borders with Nepal. 
_ The nearest port from Nepal is 500 miles and is in India, 
: Naturally Nepal has no navy, nor the Nepal Government holds 
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) ares in any Navigation Company. It can reach seaports E 


‘The rulers of Nepal have very wisely saved their mother. — 
1d from becoming a buler state, or being turned into a — 
of conflicting sphere of influence, or a gamester of | 


jolitical bribery in one form or the other. It is situated E 


hem, for the governments of both the countries, shall have to 


‘starvation, famines, diseases, illiteracy and, ignorance, ‘which — 
are stalking amidst their people. At the moment, the soldier- 


_ ‘Britain for the defence of its far-scattered Commonwealth does: 
influence the foreign policy and the foreign relations of this 
— -Hindu Kingdom of the Himalayas. Nepal's geographic posi- . 
_ ‘tion, its self-sufficiency in foodgrains, its well-trained best-in- 


ae 


has weight, and this weight pie one side or the other can turn 
‘the scales. The treatment Nepal receives from China of 


_ © on the foreign policy and foreign relations of Nepal in future. 
' Industrially developed, economically advanced, and militarily 
strengthened Nepal may become a source of strength to India. 
Being a Hindu Kingdom, it has advantages. An orthodox — 
Hindu of India takes pride in Nepal, and is anxious to main- 
' tain the independence and integrity of the land of sacred god 
is i 'Pasupatinath. And so long as the orthodox Hindu element. 
ads Me dominates in the Indian population, Nepal as an Independent 
fay Hindu Kingdom will command respect and have the esteem of 
ida tke high-caste Hindus of India. On the other hand, it is not 
11 36 necesary, that the department of the External Affairs of the 
_ Indian Government, may follow the sentiments. and wishes of. 
<- the orthodox Hindus in their policy with Nepal.. Events in 
India are fast changing. Different. political ideologies and 
conficting religious beliefs are. grappling with one another in 
desparate struggles, and most unfortunately at a stage, which 
‘may be called the age of infancy after the attainment of free: 
dom. The attitude of Nepal towards India in. future, will 
: depend on the facts of creative growth or retrogressive decoy, ` 
India makes in different fields of nation-building activities, 
and movements. ' / - ` 


iż new government of China, although Nepal's political preceptor 
_ Britain has accorded recognition to the new order with the 
ee object of safeguarding its economic interests and finan- 
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nly through the Indian territorv.. 4 


' between the two newly-born Republics of the world India and 7 
China. At present she has no fear of aggression from. any of ~ 
fight at least for two decades, against the demons of poverty, | 
. recruiting diplomacy of India, for its military defence, and of — 
‘the-world fighting manpower are the considerations, “which ' f; 


none of the smaller ccuntries of Asia possesses. . Nepal certainly | 


Mao-tse-tung and India of Nehru will have a determining effect’ — f 


Nepal is silent about. its policy and: relations with the. B. 
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cial investments in that country. Nepal has anxious hours 
ahead, but the people ef Nepal have power to resist aggress- 
ions and to survive shocks and political deluges; For its safety 
parhaps it cannot at present depend on any of her Asiatic 
friendly powers. As regards her non-Asiatic friends none 
perhaps may be able to come to her help in hours of need. She 
must depend on her own IChukhri, her own fighting man- 
power, her own industries, and above all on her own people. 


: — The present Prime Minister of Nepal Shri 3, His Highness, 
EA Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana, publicly . 
announced his foreign policy in his Sandhoor Yatra Ceremony 
speech on the 27th April 1948, in the following words. 


“Though our small mountainous country lies in south 
East Asia, far from the sca between India and Tibet, the 
passes of time, and the situation of the world today, have made 
it necessary, that we should maintain intimate relations with 
a larger number of countries, than we used todo in the past. 
Iam happy to be able to inform you, that’ our relations with 
all such countries continue to be cordial and friendly.” 


RN LE dar dik 6 ४1% 


Continuing His Highness said, “With the great county 
of India, ennobled by recent freedom. our relations are good 
and very, friendly; and are such as subsist between. neighbours 
and sisters, aad my evdeavours shall be directed always to 
make them stronger and better. It is our desire to conclude 
a fnew treaty of friendship with India asa visible symbol 
of friendship, which has existed without interruption for thou- 
sands of years.’’ * 


“Regarding U.S. A. the Maharaja. believed, that the 
help and cooperation of United States will be of much benefit 
in the development:of Nepal. He further announced, I shall 
also try to maintain our present cordial relations with China, b 
Tibet, France, Netherland and Belgium. 
~ The Maharaja summed up his foreign policy as follows :— 


“In modern times it is neither possible, nor desirable 
for any state to keep itself in, isolation from. world’s affairs. 
It shall be our policy therefore to enter into diplomatic relation 
with all such countries, that seek our friendship. It is evi- 
dent, that we shall require much help and. cooperation from. 
abroad, in our nation-building projects. We hope, we shall 
obtain such needful, assistance and cooperation from-our neigh- 
bouring and friendly countries. It isa matter of deep satis- 
faction to me, that they have given us assurance of their 
support and help for our schemes of developments.’ 

Our Prime Minister Pandit Nehru अत सर the Parlia- 
ment the other day about our relationship with Nepal said .— 
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have desired not only to continue our old friendship | 
sountry but to put it on a firmer basis. As soon ag | 
into power, we assured Nepal that ue will not only ~ 
its independence but we want to see epal developed — 
7 a strong and progressive country. We went further in | 
+ respect than the British Govt. had done that is to say. 
'that when Nepal began to develop her foreign relations we | 
welcomed it and we did not come in the way although that was 
sometbing far in addition to what had: been the position in 
‘British time. We recognise Nepal as an independent country — 
~~ and we wish it well. No body can go to Nepal non 
J crossing India or Tibet. Our relationship os o other 
country’s relatiouship with Nepal can be so intimate. Every coun- :. 
< try must realise and appreciate this intimate geographical, cultu 
7777 yal and other relationships with Nepal. There isno way out ex- 
7 ceptiug that realisation.' foe uit : 
‘India has recognised the full fledged sovereignty, inde- 
. pendence and intergrity of Nepal by entering into a Pact. The 
‘British, American and French Governments also entered into 
similar treaties. jiġ : ( : 


| 
' INDO-NEPAL FRIENDSHIP TREATY = i 
l 


On July 31, 1950, 2 ‘treaties of friendship of trade 
, and commerce, further cemented centuries old religious, racial || 
and cultural ties between India and Nepal. — | 
7 According to the treaty of peace and friendship, the two l 
Governmetts “agree mutually to acknowledge and respect the i 
complete sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of | 
each other. NN al 
They also undertake “to inform each other of any serious | 
friction or misunderstanding with any neighbouring State 
likely to cause any breach in the friendly relations subsisting 
77: between the two Governments.” $ 
52५२ The treaty stipulates that the Government of Nepal “shall 
' be free to. import from or through the territory of India,. © 4 
tanks ammunition or warlike material and equipment necessary | 
_ for the'securitv of Nepal.” à | 
_ By the treaty of trade and commerce the Government 
“agree to assist each other by making available, to the maxi- 
7 mum extent possible, commodities which are essential to the 
economy of the other. The Government of India recognise in .. | 
_ favour of Nepal full and unrestricted right of commercial 
transit of all goods and manafactures through the territory 
7 and ports of India” i ; À 
 _ Thetreaty, provides for levy by the Government of Nepal . 
s duties on imports and exports’ to countries out-side 
ates not lower than those leviable, for the time being. 


ut 
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Indian Nationals in Nepal 


Indian nationals in Nepal number about 8,000. They 
come from Bengal, the U.P., East Punjab and the States 
of Greater Rajasthan. They include Sanatanist Hindus, 
| Jains, Muslims and a few Sikhs. A large number of them 
aa | have houses—of their own and possess movable and 

| immovable properties too. Indian shopkeepers, traders 


u B 
a and businessmen are found in all the trading centres in the \ 

3 Nepal Tarai, Bhitri Tarai, in the Kathmandu Valley and 

centres of business up to 5,000 feet above sea level. For 
2 i sake of cenvenience they may be divided in five groups 
Fi according to the professions they follow in Nepal: 2 
x 1. Priests of holy shrines, sacred temples and other 
religious institutions belonging to several Sadhu sects and $ 
l | religious mendicants. xi 
a > 
al | 2. Traders, merchants, shopkeepers, forest contrac- 
. |) tors, livestock dealers, millowners and industrialists. 
4 N 1 ® . . 
od 3. Nepal Government servants, educationists, medi- 
je | cal men and others. e> 
of 4 4. Barbers. = i 
S | 5.7 Smugglers, profit makers and black marketeers. 
ħ w 

io ai i A ġ ; 
ji Indian priests.and sadhus are about 200 in number. 


© | About 60 are Government servants. Nearly 50 are live- 
' stock dealers and about 40 are forest contractors. Less 


ll : ad a 
z than 20 are millowners and industrialists and the rest are 
उ shopkeepers, traders and businessmen. The number of 


Y / barbers is about 200. The number of smugglers, profit- 
makers and black marketeers, varies from time to time 
according to the rise and fall of the prices of the commodi- 
ties in which they carry on their nefarious trade. 


in ; From times immemorial the high priest of the temple 

al of Lord Pašhupatinath and his three assistants are Brah- , 

cy mins from South India and Malabar. The priests of this $ 
è temple are selected by the Nepal Government for their jobs, | 

al keeping in view their erudition, Sanskrit learning and 2 

ie purity of character. Besides these, one priest of the Baski 

1g, - temple and one of the Gaukarnesshwar temple have been 

AO Indians since the time of Adi Shankaracharya. 
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About 3,000 big and small shops in the Nopal | 
are run by Indians with investments running from ten to 
7720 lakhs. The total investment and assets of the Indians 
in Nepal approximately comes to about Rs. 15 crores. In 

— the Nepal Valley proper, there are about 260 shops run by 
the Marwaries, Roniars from. Bihar, and Muslims from the 
7 7 U.P. Forty big firms of Indians, generally known as 

' tformwalla'' firms are authorized by the epal Government : 
to- import commodities. and merchandise from India and 
from foreign countries. The Indian merchants deal in rice,, 

= sugar, cement, oil, spices, salt and general commodities 

and articles of daily use. Ninety per cent of the import . 
7 and export trade of Nepal, which amounts to about Rs, 12 

> crores a year at present, is in maaien, hands. There is no _ 

income-tax, sales tax or-super-tax in Nepal and the Indian 3 

merchants earn good profits. The profits earned are. 

removed to India, as there are no restrictions imposed by. 

7 ‘the Nepal Government on: such movements ; unlike the à 

` usage of India’s otber neighbours, especially Pakistan. - 
~ There are no difficulties of exchange, as 98 per cent of the 

currency: in circulation in the Nepal territory is indian — i 

. curroncy in the.shape of notes of all denominations, . . a 
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Pioneers among the Indian industrialists in Nopal 
were the late Shri H. H. Jhunjhunwala, Ram Lal Golcha, 
and men of the Chamaria group of Marwari financiers of 
Calcutta, The men ofthis group are running one jute mill, 

; one rice mill, one oil mill, one sugar mill, one chemical | 
factory and one electric company at Biratnagar, The | 
production of the jute mill is estimated to be about 1,200 
bales of finished products a month. The-Nepal Govern- 
ment by a recent notiflcation has banned the export of 
finished products to South Africa in a direct or indirect | 
way, in sympathy with the Indians in that country. The ` 
commercial concerns of this group are earning very high 
profiis and are paying very high dividends to their Indian 
and Nepalese shareholders, 

The Indian manufacturing industrialist, Mr. B, G. 4 

Sharma, who came to Nepal in 1945, is running the.deri- | 

;Vative factories of the Himalaya Miners’ Syndicate Ltd. 
Kathmandu. These factories manufacture graphite of high . ' 
quality, red ochre, fuller’s earth, china clay and deal in $ 
limestone, gypsum and other raw material. The industries 

are in their infancy, but with the active assistance and. — 
financial help of the Nepal Government, it is planned that 

the Syndicate will start mining of copper, lead, zinc ‘and 
cobalt on a large scale in the near future. After the diff- 


culties of transport and communication have been overcome 
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the industries run by the Syndicate will prove of immense 
economic value to the Nepal Government. The Raghupati 
Jute Mills, Biratnagar, has a capital of 20 lakhs contribu- 
ted by Nepalese and Indian shareholders. 

“An association by the name, ''Bhartva Beopari and 
Ud¥og Mandal.” or Indian Chamber of Commerce and Indu- 
stry, Nepal,” has been formed. The chief aim of the orga- 
nization is to stop, check and ultimately kill the nefarious 
activities of Indian as well as the Nepalese smugglers, pro- 
fiteers and blackmarketers, by fixing the permissible profits 
on all commodities and wares imported in Nepal for con- 
— and helping the Nepal Government in' controlling 
the prices. € 

Indian nationals may be rightly given credit for the 
spread of modern education in Nepal. The late Principal 
Manya Sardar Butto Krishan Moitra, M.A., L.L.B., of 
Calcutta.was the first Headmaster of the Darbar High School 
opened in 1890. Later on he became the ; Prinċipal of the 


'Trichandra College, Kathmandu. -At present out of a staff, 


of 30 Professors and teachers in this college 12 are Indians. 
Some of them are held in high esteem by the Nepalese of all 
classes. Professor Gokul Chand, M.A., Ph. D. Shastri, an. 
old student of the Tilak School of Politics and Kashi 
Vidyapeeth, teaches Sanskrit Language and Literature and 
History. . He has been in the college for the last twenty 
seven years. Learned, simple in habits, a man possessing 


7 balanced and healthy views, he is a true and patriotic son 
' of Mother India. The other popular educationist, Professor 
' A. S. Ganguly / M.A., L.L.B., who has had a very brilliant 
l career at the Calcutta University, is the Head of the Mathe- 
matics Department of the College. Any first-class college 
| or university can feel proud of having on its staff such a 
; hardworking gentleman, gifted with all-round-knowledge. 


Other prominent Indians in the service of Nepal 


' Government are Mr. P. D. Ratauri, Forest Adviser to the 


| Government of Nepal, Mr. Das Gupta, M. D., .Superinten- 


dent, Bir Hospital, Kathmandu, Kanwar Shivcharan Singh, 


U Manager of the Nepal Bank Ltd., Mr. G. Verma, the Live- 
l stock Adviser, and Sardar Kartar Singh Garcha, Chief 
| Engineer, Irrigation Department of the Nepal Government. 
14 


The Indian traders deal in all commodities, cloth, 


; jute, tice cement, ghee, timber, kerosene oil, sugar, ganja, 
` bhang, cigarette, etc. False paucity or false shortage in 


one commodity or the other is created in Nepal or in the 
adjoining districts of Bihar and U.P. by removing and hid- 
ing the commodity at places where the hands of law cannot 
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get. Sf the miscreants. Coarse cloth aod yarn original Ñ 
5 Ee border districts of Bihar and U.P. find their N 
— way in the territory of Nepal at an opportune moment, | ४ 
_ Fine cloth quota meant for Tibet reaches the Kathmandu | | 
Valley on the backs of human ponies. According to i fair i 
estimate about 3-12 crore yards of cotton cloth oe ndia 
is smuggled into Nepal, over and above the 1-12 crore 5 
yards of quota cloth fixed by the पी of India for 
Nepal for a population of 84 lakhs, In Nepal cloth is sold h 
at fancy prices, in the absence of control over prices there, z 
- The exhorbitant profits earned in Nepal are enjoyed tho. é 
roughly by these moral wretches- : ie 
Indian nationals in Nopal.enjov all civic rights and | $ 
privileges. There is perfect security of life, security of 1 
propertv, freedom of profession, freodom of movement, L 
freedom of worship, freedom of association and freedom of | x 
speech. Nine years ago, the Indian traders in Kathmandu, G 
opened a Gaushala near the Pashupatinath Temple. Indian 


nationals in Kathmandu celebrated independence of India 
on the 15th August, 1947, with the enthusiasm’ and spirit | 
of a free people. The Indian traders in Kathmandu contri- | 
buted a.sum of ten thousand rupees to the Gandhi National | 
Memorial Fund a few months ago through the then Indian 
Ambassador, Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia. Indian nationals 
presented an address to Sardar Majithia on the 14th August, 
1948, appreciating his glorious services to the mother coun- § 
try for cementing and strengthening cordial relations bet- || 
ween Nepal and India and getting military aid from Nepal. i 
Mr. R. C. Sharma gave a tea party in honour of Lieut.-Gen. | 
l ल्‍ Shrinagesh of the Kashmir front fame, at the time of his U 
S visit to Kathmandu. The members of the Indian Scientific | 
B and Cultural Mission were entertained at a party by the | 
Indians on the 31st May, 1949. Indian nationals presented | 
addresses to His Highness tho Maharaja of Nepal on the | 
occasion of the Holi Festival and the completion of his one 
| = year’s rule. 
| 


~ Since the establishment of the Indian Embassy, the f 
prestige of the Indian nationals has been considerably en- | 
hanced. During the time of British an Indian could not 
enter the legation area with an umbrella over his head, in 
| intense heat orin pouring rains, No Indian could ride a 
lif pony ora bicycle in the Logation area or enter it without 
. = a permit from Burra Sahib. All such humiliating restric- | 
l ४ tions were removed by the first Indian Ambassador on the 
day of his taking charge. 


= Relations between the Indian nationals and “the 


52. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


CC >>. कक कक की शक शी ae, al 


| 
Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGa 7 0——— 


ally Nepalese are very, very cordial. Some of jip CEE have 
heir Nepalese wives. All Indian nationals speak Nepalese very 
ent, | well, as ib is just a branch of Hindi. They join their Nepa- 
ndu lese friends in their joys and SOrrows. The Nepal Govern- 
fair ment invites the es Sahus and Mahajans (traders and 
dia businessmen) on State occasions and treats them with due - 
dee respect and regard, and pays them the feast money for 
for | attending such State functions, in PG u with the old 
sold custom. Several Indian traders and Nepalese businessmen 
oral have co-partnerships, and live like brothers and members 
tho. | of the same family. In matters of trade, priorities, distribu- 
tion of import and export quotas and other trading facilities 
the Nepal- Government has no distinction or difference 
mnd whatsoever between a Nepalese trader or an Indian trader. i 
of There is perfect harmony and cordiality between the Indian 
nt, merchants and traders on one hand, the Nepal Bank E 
1 of Ltd. and The Nepal Government Development Board of the 
du, Nepal Government. The Indians in the service of the Nepal 
on Govenment are loyal and faithful to it, and do their duty 
dia with earnestness, zeal and devotion. - l 
irit The Indian Muslim businessmen carrying on 


their trades and professions in Nepal are perhaps the 
nal | happiest of all the Indians. Among them are Pathans, 
lan Kashmiris, Iraqis, Amritsarias, and , inhabitants of tho 
als | Gorakhpur district and of the big towns of U.P, Many of 
ust, | them- are prosperous: and import goods from European ` 
un- | countries. They have good relations with the ruling class 

B 

i 


etb- of Nepal and the nobility. Several of them have married 
jal. Nepalese gils. A Muslim firm of cloth dealers holds per- 


en. $ mits for importing the biggest quota of cloth into Nepal 
his || from India. The Nepal Government treats them with great 
| 


ific consideration without any distinction at all. They are free * 
he | to follow their religion. There are three mosques in Kath- 
od | mandu, They have free access to all public institutions, 
he | public functions and public places. Their children are 
ne |. admitted in educational institutions without any restric- 


| tions: “Recently two of them, who are hakims have: been 
| honoured and rewarded by the present Prime Minister for 
their public services. = ; 
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: Foreign Nationals in Nepal. 


Four Governments—the British, the Indian, the 
American and the French—have so far established diplo. 
matic. relations with the Government: of Nepal. ‘The 
relations of the first two are on the Ambassadorial level, 
those of the other two being on a Ministerial level. Hig 
os Britainnic Majesty’s Ambassador for Britain and his Bri, | 
\ tannic Majesty’s Ambassador for India, members of their 
be ‘staffs, and office establishments permanently reside at) 
Hi Kathmandu, the Capital of Nepal. The Minister of the two | ; 


EL 7 other Governments accredited to the court of Nepal live in 
ES Delhi. None of the members of their diplomatic services, 
or belonging to the junior clerical establishments, lives at | 
mt Kathmandu, or in any part of the kingdom. The American | 
Ambassador to India and the French Ambassador to India | 
are Ministers of their respective countries to the court of. 
Nepal. — 


५ ‘The British Embassy supplies necessary information. 
| to the Nepal Development Board and the Commerce ond 
Bs)? _ partment regarding the Ways and means for the develop- | ] 

ment and promotion of trade between the two countries. f 
Tho main articles imported from England are motor cars, || 
motor cycles, cycles, motor Spare parts, cycle parts, | 


$ : $ Bs] 
woollen cloth} plastic goods, perfumes, heavy ‘machinery, |) ] 
locomotives, oil engines and crockery. g ( 

. 


Apart from the treaty of Sagauli a treaty of amity — 
and friendship was concluded between Britain and Nepal :. 
in 1923.. A fresh treaty of alliance, friendship and trade is 1-1 
now signed by both the Governments. No Britishers | 
l capitalist or business firm has any investment in a direct 
| or indirect way in Kathmandu or in any part of this Hindu 7 
U 


kingdom. No Britisher can enter the Nepal territory 
without a passportsor permission trom His Highness. Ono ji 
ie Englishman, Mr, Kilburne, is in the servico of the Nepal | 

Government as head of the electricity department ; he has l 
been there for the last 25 years and is drawing a handsome 
salary. Some Nepalese gentlemen have their investments 
and deposits in some banks in England. 


: In June 1947, His Excellency General Sir Kaiser 
Shamsher Jung Bahadur Rana, Nepalese Minister at the 
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j of St. Jame’s arrived in Washington and presented 
letter of Credence as Nepalese Minister to U.S. A. An 
agreement of Friendship and Commerce between the 
Governments of the two countries soon followed. Some 


- Nepali Congressmen wrote in the Indian papers that the 


western part of Nepal was to be leased out to America 
for an indefinite period, and that America intended to 
build aerodromes-and military cantonments there as bul- 
warks against the rushing tide of communism in the count- 
ties inhabited by the yellow Mongolion races. Still, the 
Agreomen® with U, §. continues a major tool in the 
armoury of the agitators against the Nepalse Government. 
Yet a student of internationol. relations may find the 
Agreement nothing more than a friendly murasla from one 
State to another like the Indo-American Agreement. The 


agreement was concluded during the Prime Ministership of , 


Ex-Maharaja Padam Shamsher Jung. Bahadur Rana who 


latsr abdicated for reasons of health, and at present stays ` 


at Ranchi in India. 


No American capitalist, manufacturing firm or indivi- 
dual businessman has mado any investment in Nepal- No 
American firm has established a branch in the Nepal 
territory. No American lives in the kingdom of Nepal. 
No American’ national is in the service of the Nepal Go- 
vernment. Nepal has not so far asked for any financial 
help from U. 8 A. for.the purpose of any. of its develop- 
ment schemes in progress or under contemplation. 

Monsiever Daniel Levi—the first Ambassador of the 
French Republic visited Nepal in the 8rd week of April 
1949. He presented. his letter of credence to the Nepal 
Govt, 


No French business firm of financial corporation has 


‘its branch in Nopal. Only a very: limited number of 


French have visited the territory of the Nepal Kingdom. 
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Cone of Hindu Hope 


Shri Lokamanya Tilak, Veer Savarkar, Dewata Swaroo 
Bhai Parmanand, L. Har Dayal and other Hindu Leaders | | 
always been looking at the State of Nepal with great pride ag | 
i eee , the only remant of Hindu glory and as a saviour of Hindudom, 
a ' They tried to liberate India from foreign domination with the | 


Nepal. When once Maulana Azad remarked to Bhaijj | 
ee ba Ann upon the support of the Amir of Kabul for | 
the emancipation of India, Bhaiji retorted: “Why should we not | 
look to Nepal, our staunchest ally and friend” ? Bhaiji always श्र 
referred to Nepal as the holiest of the holy places, the pride of 

_ ‘Hinduism and preserver of our ancient culture and heritage. 


Veer Savarkar, in his presidential addresses paid homage 

to the independent Hindu Kingdom of Nepal and said: 
“T feel it my bounden duty to send forth on behalf of all 

' Hindudom our loyal and loving homage to the independent | 

Hindu Kingdom of Nepal, her Ruler and all our co-religionists l 

and ‘countrymen there, who have even in the darkest hour of | 

- our history, been succeessful in holding out asa Hindu power H 

and in keeping a flag of Hindu Independence flying unsullied on | 

हि 

f 


r 


the summits of the Himalayas. The Kingdom of Nepal stands 

` out today as the only Hindu Kingdom in-the world whose inde- 
pendence is recognised by England, France, Italy and other | 
great powers. In spite of the passing political aspect of the | 
question, Nepalis bound to Hindudom as a whole by the 


culture, inheriting with us this our common Motherland and. - 
our common Holyland. Our life is one. Whatever contributes to 

. the strength of Hindudom as a whole must strengthen Nepal 
and whatever progress the latter records is bound to elevate 


independent Hindu Kingdom is repidly brought toan up tg ; 
date efficiency, political, social and above all military and aerial | 
soas to enable Her to hold. out her own in the National U 
struggle for existence that is going on all around us and. march 
jua Ż on and fulfil ‘the great and glorious destiny that awaits her | 
ahead. KAZ ġ 
Every atom of strength added to Nepal elevates and 

strenghtens the prestige and the position of Hindudom all 
round, On the other hand anything that weakens or humiliates 

ndudom in any other part of Hindusthan must weaken the 
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dearest ties of a common Race and Religion and Language and i 
f 


the first. Hence all Sanghatanist Hindus long to sec that the only | 
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strength of Nepal in the long run. The danger of the Moslem 
upheaval on the North Western Frontier for example, .cannot 
but be a standing menace to the independence of the Hindu 
kingdom in Nepal too. If Hindu History has not endowed us « 
4 with this much foresight then it must be said that all 
lessons which the ‘invasions of Gaznis and Ghoris were 
meant by distiny to teach us are lost on us”, 


Ae Acta ee A 


sit eee 


The All India Hindu Mahasabha jin the course of an 
Address of Welcome presented to His Highness at New Delhi 
expressed their sentimetts of love and respect thus :— 


“The noble ideals of Hinduism find their best. expression ` 
in the life of your Highness, and we who cherish the best 
traditions of Hindutva, look up to you as the greatest exponent 
and foremost upholder of our ancient culture. 


Descended as your Highness is from the famous Maha- 
tanas of Chitor of hallowed memory, enshrined in the annals 
of our country as the strongest champions of Hinduism, we 
look up to your Highness—the only independent Hindu ruler 
of the world,—as the Defender of our faith, in these critical 
times. We respectfully bow our heads to your Highness, 


As an enlightened ruler you have, by your able adminis- 
tration, changed- the very outlook of your beloved country, 
Nepal which has undoubtedly made all-around progress during 
the tenure of your prime ministership and added lustre to your 
Highness’ country : as a‘noble Kshatriya General, your Highness 
| ‘have by espousing the cause of justice, enriched Rajput 
e- ४ chivalry ; and as a true Hindu your Highness stands before us 


er | asthe most accredited cultural representative of our ancient 
he | Dharma. 

he | Hindusthan- and Nepal. had a glorious religious and 
nd i cultural fellowship in the past, and wo fervently hope that 
id- | Four Highness will not only preserve and maintain this bond, 
to but find opportunities to foster it for the good of Hinduism 
al and the world. 

iy 4 Your Highness, the Hindus of India have always striven 
9 to bring about harmony amongst its various people. While 
Ai i strictly adhering to the highest ideals of pan-Indian national- 


At | ism, this Mahasabha is seeking to bring about. Hindu solidarity 
h and Hindu well-being; and in our endeavours tà preserve 
Hindu culture we hope to receive your Highness approbation 


ek and sympathy. 

a May the Almighty Dispenser of all fortunes vouchsafe 
il your Highness a long, happy and peaceful-life, dedicated to 
3 the service of humanity through Hinduism”. 

je The same sentiments of affinity were expressed by His 
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Highness the Maharaja of Nepal in reply ‘to the Mahasabha 

addresses. At the time of opening the Dhir Dham Temple at 

Darjeeling, H: E. Commanding General Shri Bahadur Shamsher 
- Said : 


“Apart from the temple’s religious significance and its 
usefulness as a place of worship to be resorted by’ thousands of 
Hindus, the temple has a great cultural singificance. It will 
help the deepening of the impression and the realisation of the 
idea that Nepal is a part of greater India. This temple with 
its religious and ‘cultural associations will, I am sure, attract 
votaries far and wide and will strengthen tho bond of union 

"between India and Nepal. 


The Royal Library at Kathmandu is well-known as the 
repository of many ancient manuscripts which due to India’s 
political vicissitudes completely disappeared from the Indian N 
plains. They have been preserved with care in the capital of \ 
Nepal to the great gain of Hindu culture and civilisation. _ The 
whole of Hindu India is proud of the position and prestige of 
Nepal as the only surviving independent Hindu kingdom in the 
world. The military glory and prowess of Nepal is also a 
source of legitimate pride of the entire Hindu community of 
this sub-continent. The position of the Gurkha regiment in 
the Indian Army is one of considerable military importance and 
India depends much for her safety and protection on her 
Northern frontiers on the valour of the Gurkha soldiers’ ‘The 
shrine of Pashup ti Nath is annually visited by thousands of 
Hindus from India and this .stream of pilgrims may be des- 

_cribed as a permanent link between India and Nepal apart from 
the fact that as a member of the great Kshatriya community 
the Royal House of Nepal is indissolubly connected with many. 
Indian Rajput princes through matrimonial alliance. Thus the 
mountain barriers have proved conipletely ineffective against 
culture and civilization, religious devotion and common 
tradition of the Asian race.....Thus this temple will have a. 


Dame (si 


, cementing effect on the culture of the Indian and Nepalese | 
communities united through religion and worship in the same { 
shrine”. i F 

| <4 
| 
| 
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Hands off Nepal 


The Gevernor of Bir Ganj (of Nepal) charges the Indian 
Government for helping the raiders in his booklet named 
“Scenes Behind Bitanj”. He writes :—“On the fateful night 
of November 11, 1950 at about 3, 45 8. M. raiders came all of 
ofa sudden from the Indian Union side of Raxaul in a large 
number of lorries bearing numbers of Behar State (i.e. B. R. 
A&B. R. E ) These raiders were fully armed with sten -guns, 
pistols, hand-grenades and other explosives. They raided the 
Nepal Police outpost near Raxaul ‘border. They consisted 
mainly of absconders desertera and Ex. 1. N. A. soldiers resi- 
ding in the Indian Union...It was a. violation of international 
principles to permit the raiders with unlicensed arms with lorries 
registered in Bihar (BRA/BRE) to cross the border and commit 
outrages against the Nepalese citizen and property. I told 
Hon’ble Dr. A.N. Sinha, Finance Minister of Bihar, who called 
on me, that in backing the raiders in the name of the so called, 
Nepali Congress no desired goal of any party would in any way 
be achieved. The recent happening in Birganj is a poor com- ! 
pensation for the spirit of goodwill and valuable services hone- 
stly rendered to the citizens of the Indian Union by- us when 
ata moment’s notice ten thousand ‘Nepalese soldiers were 
sent and were prepared to give up their lives, if required, to 
uphold the cause of India at the time of police action in. 
Hyderabad. 


“It is our common desire that communism be checked 
from spreading in our countries, but by allowing the raiders 
into Nepalese territory a great force of communists has filtered 
through...... ..”’ X ' 


Da No doubt these are serious allegations against India Go- 
vernment by a most friendly ally of India, Our -frontiers are 
‘already in danger. Now India has to defend 550 miles of Nor. 
thern Frontiers, which she is not able to do without the help 

of Nepal. The British Government gave a parting kick to India 
by creating Pakistan on North West and North East of India. 
Our position is just like that of the Moghal Emperor Humayun, 
who was harassed on both Frontiers by Afghan powers. He 
was a thorough gentleman but through his own mistake he 
partitioned India which cost him his throne. 


Nepal, the home of the brave Gorkhas, our own kith and 
kin, defended India’s North West Frontier just after the first 
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World War in 1919, when the so called nationalist Muslims 


-Ali Brothers invited the Amir of Kabul to invade India. The 


then Maharaja Chander, father of the present Maharaja of 
Nepal sent Gorkha regiments under Sir Babar, the present Ċ-in- 
C. of Nepal and saved India from the danger. 


During the second World War, Nepal under Raj Rishi 
Maharaja Judha defended our North-East Frontier from 
Japanese aggression. At a critical time after the partition the 
present Maharaja Mohan without any treaty or obligation sent 
a Gorkha Battalions under the command of his son, at the 
time of the Police Action in Hyderabad. Our Prime Minister 
Nehru highly appreciated the services of Nepal’s Prime Minister 
by conferring upon bim the insignia of Hon. Lt. General of In- 
dian Army. The Nehru Government recognised the full-fled- 
ged sovereignty, independence and integrity of Nepal Govern- 
ment by entering into a treaty of friendship on 8186 July 1950. 
The present stable Government of Nepal has shown great wis- 
dom and statesmanship in opening the Nepali Parliament, in 
the Lower House of which elected members have a clear majo- 
rity (elected 42, nominated 28). 


Taking into consideration the present communist advance 
in Ghinaand Tibet, Prime Minister Maharaja Mohan is liberalising 
the administration and raising the standard ofliving by open- 
ing new industries. Now to weaken the present Nepal Govern- 
ment by supporting the exiles and a few discontented elements 
living in India, would be committing political suicide. Any 
hostile power capturing Nepal would endanger our Northern 
Frontier and our states of U. P., Bihar, Bengal and Assam and 
our key industrial centres. India is already involved in troubles 
with Pakistan which has changed its attitude after Nepal's 
troubles. Nepal has been and is an eve-soro to Pakistan. The . 
present attitude of India may throw Nepal in the arms of 
hostile powers. They are already playing their game. 


Besides, to weaken Nepalis to weaken our cause in 
Kashmir as well. The present Maharaja of Nepal cemented the 
most friendly relations with Kashmir by matrimonial alliance. 
The present “episode of the King is an internal domes- 
tic affair of Nepal. The Nepali Parliament has unanimously 
elected their own King; Sir 5 Gyanendra Bir Vikram Shah 
Dev. ; ; 


: Now to thrust the exlied King or to put pressure on 
Nepal is to make her suspicious of India’s motives of swallow- 
ing her, as it is propagated in foreign papers. The active lead 
fo some of our leaders in anti-Nepal activities may force Nepal 
to look elsewhere for her very existence. 
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The statement of our Prime Minister Pt. Nehru in the 
Parliament on Nepal affairs is not very helpful. It may reduce 
Nepal to the status of Sikkim and Bhutan, may muddle things 
and lead to disruption in that country. Nepal requires a 
strong hand at the helm of affairs at the present critical time 
when the red peril is knocking at our gates through Tibet, 


, The interest of India demands that Nepal should have a 
stable regime. The developments in Tibet make it all the more 
important. The Nepali Congress group who aspires to set up an 
alternative stable regime, unfortunately consists of various 
incongrous and incompatible elements such asa group of ag- 
grieved Ranas exiled from Nepal, a number of middle class 
aspirants for power and an over-whelming majority of fanatical 
commoners whose political affiliations are of varied character. 

Nepal and India have always marched side by side in 
perfect amity and friendship in all political matters and any 
impression created among the people and the Government of 
Nepggatkat this heavy state of things is being deliberately 
disturbed by India will-react on us to our gravest detriment. 
Nepal has been enjoying a status of complete independence by 
virtue as much of her geographical position as by her organised 
strength and any policy calculated to dilute that status would 
indeed be a tragic folly. : 
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Nepal 
In the lap of the Gods, 
Under the shelter of the mighty Himalayas, 
- Steady and strong 
‘In the’abode of. Shiva, 
There is the cosy kingdom of Nepal 
Fearless and undaunted 
She carries the flame of 
Kashatriya traditions 
The string of an unbroken 
Chain of chivalry, 
ne As brave as tho tigers of the Tarai. , ony 
As‘ tough as the rhinos of the Tarai, - 
A tower of strength 
. Nepal, the birth-giver of Buddha, 
— Whovis the lord of the souls of half the globe for the last 
"twenty-five centuries. — 
Still'the hoariest repository of India’s ancient lore 
Preserving with loving care our most precious 
documents—the manuscripts see 
Written centuries ago, the oldest even a-millenium ago 
Where else can we find them ? 


The only Hindu Kingdom, 
The Defender of the Faith 
Why should not.every Hindu 
Know Nepal 
Know her better, 
Know what She stands for,-- | i > 

_ The Free Nepal, 4 
The Freedom-loving Nepal. 
She deputes the flower of | - i 
Her vouth to be our protective arm, < 
And her sons serve uniquely and nobly. : f 
We shall but we can never repay them. 


. Our devotion and faith to you, 
~ Snug little Nepal, the repository of SHAKTI 
With benevolence and grace you look below on us, , 
And we upto you in all our helplessness, admiration ex- 
pectation, & 
` Obliged and grateful 
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